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The English Comedy Talkie 
THERE are only two kinds of books­good and bad-but there are many 
kinds of talkies, and while, according to 
some people, they are all good, to others 
they seem all bad. It is for the latter that 
there is only one remedy-to see an English 
comedy. It is not edifying, it has no uplift, 
it meddles not with your deeper feelings. 
But it is so funny that, after laughing all 
the way through in little gusts and out­
bursts and occasional guffaws, you go home 
in a state of quiet amusement that finds vent 
in irresistible reminiscent chuckles, which 
may puzzle the other tram passengers but 
will not embarass you. You will still be too 
amused. 
Its charm is mainly in the acting, and 
this more in the looks and gestures than in 
the words. So that the author or adapter 
has done little, but that little, excellently. 
There are no good, but many charming 
characters, and the villains are rather comic­
ally odious than wicked. Indeed, in "Plun­
der" they are hardly more wicked than the 
official hero and heroine, as legal wickedness 
goes--certainly they tell fewer lies. But those 
things do not matter. The world is grown 
non-moral for an hour, and a pleasant 
world it is. 
The words are all dialogue-there are no 
long speeches, unless by a woman in a 
temper. No one is melodramatic except 
the same character. Urbanity is always, 
in the end, triumphant. There are 
many long silences, pregnant with dramatic 
humour, and curiously filled up by the 
audience, which without bursting into 
simultaneous roars, emits instead isolated 
chuckles, coming from different parts of 
the hall, as a new aspect of the case strikes 
each onlooker. They are an integral part of 
the play, which could no more exist with­
out them than a clown without his stripes. 
They make the play personal-every man 
feels almost as though he had written it 
himself.· 
The plot is simple but not obvious, and 
turns, as a good comedy should, on the 
foibles of human nature. But it again is 
not very important. What is important is 
the look, the tone, the gesture, the few 
words that accentuate the foible-the rub­
bing it in! " My Wife's Family" was not 
so very subtle, but do you remember the 
mother-in-law rating the young husband, 
and his worm-turning rejoinder after her 
tirade-" Sez you ! " " Sez me!" she roars 
back at him, then claps a once more 
" refined '~ hand to her mouth. Do you 
remember, in " Plunder," Darcy Tuck 
hearing his friend's proposal for a burglary, 
and putting out his hand in a tentative 
fashion as if to steal something, then draw­
ing it back as if stung? Do you remember 
the same airy gentleman drawing himself 
up and explaining his courage to the 'tee.­
" I am a Tuck!" and his mock reversal of 
the court proceedings when his enemy, Veal 
(the "Egg," you recall) is in his power­
" He is a Veal."? Do you remember the 
husband's incredulous guffaw in "Uneasy 
Virtue "-the best of the tribe so far-when 
his wife, the "fine little woman," confesses 
to being the guilty party in a certain 
naughty transaction? Or her face? Or did 
any actress ever get drunk so sublimely? 
We want this kind of actress and actor 
in Australian talkies, and this kind of play. 
But the play would follow the people needed 
to produce and act it, I am confident. And 
it is so cheap, so easy as regards setting 
and cast. Let the musical comedy come, by 
all means, with its ballets, wonderful cos­
tumes and gorgeous vaudeville stuff-we 
have not done that yet, either. But it is 
so expensive. This domestic comedy, with 
its simple setting and stage realism, and 
its terriffc advantage over the stage in 
achieving realism, simply because of scene­
changes, seems peculiarly adapted to the 
lean Australian purse. We need to scrap our 
insular prejudice and our passion for local 
atmosphere. The English comedy talkie is 
English to the core, but there is never a 
word about England in it. Our too self­
conscious writers might imitate the attitude 
without necessarily copying the style. The 
atmosphere would be added, unconsciously, 
to it. 
E.H. 
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The World's Worries 
OTTAWA AND LAUSANNE. 
Contributed from the International 
Relations Club. 
I N the three months since the publication 
of the first of these audacious attempts 
to give an account of international affairs, 
the international outlook has become much 
brighter. Manchuria, secure in Japan's 
grasp, smoulders, but is at least not ablaze; 
the agreement at Lausanne brings the 
reparations problem considerably nearer 
solution; and the Disarmament Conference 
is hopefully re-assembling. 
Let us deal with the Empire first. 
Elections have brought to Australia a degree 
of unity; in Ireland they have broken a 
ten-year period of quiet. In 1921 England 
put an end to the thoroughly unjustifiable 
control she had been exercising over Ireland. 
There were two provisions in the Treaty, 
however, which, according to Mr. De Valera, 
diminish Irish independence. One is the 
oath of allegiance to the King, which every 
member of the Irish Parliament must take; 
the other is the annual payment of 
£3,000,000 rent by Irish farmers to the 
former owners of their land, mostly English. 
De Valera's announcement that he intends 
to revoke these has begun a legal argument 
and a commercial war, in which Ireland, 
shut out of her chief market, will probably 
be bludgeoned into accepting the English 
proposals for a joint inquiry. Neither the 
English nor the Irish Governments appear 
to have shown much commonsense or 
toleration. 
Despite this breach, Ireland has sent a 
delegation to Ottawa, where the commercial 
aspirations of the members of the British 
Commonwealth of Nations are to be at once 
gratified and harmonised. At the time of 
writing, none of the discussions have begun, 
but the objects are well known. The United 
Kingdom, it is pointed out, is a great manu­
facturing country, with a big surplus of 
capital and population. It thus forms an 
exact complement for the Dominions, for 
here we have young and undeveloped 
countries with vast empty lands, gasping 
for capital and population, in which great 
primary industries have developed. Some· 
care has been taken in the collection of 
statistics which go to prove that the Empire 
contains a sufficiency for its needs of almost 
every product used in the modern world. 
Why not, it is argued, make the Empire an 
economic unit, dependent on the uncertain 
favour of foreign nations for as little as 
possible? Leaving out the question of 
whether this object is desirable, from the 
international point of view, there are nasty 
obstacles in the path of the state5men 
assembled at Ottawa. 
The first of these is the existence of 
p r i m a r y industries in England and 
secondary industries in the Dominions. In 
the Dominions, high tariffs have been erec­
ted to foster manufactures, and there is no 
apparent disposition to abandon them, no 
matter how sickly most of them may be. 
The United Kingdom is similarly enamoured 
of her primary production. The English 
wheat and dairy farmers, with their small 
scale equipment, are no more able to com­
pete in an open market with the large scale 
farmers beyond the seas, than are the 
Dominion manufacturers with the large 
scale manufacturers of England. Yet 
England is manifestly as determined to 
cherish her farmers as are the Dominions 
to protect their manufacturers. 
A further difficulty is well. illustrated by 
the Netherlands. A remarkably efficient 
organisation, combined with proximity to 
England, enables the dairy farmers of the 
Netherlands to sell at a price which is 
not profitable to the Dominion farmer. A 
tariff against the Netherlands raising the 
price of dairy produce would be necessary 
to enable the Dominion farmers to capture 
the market. Effective Imperial preference 
would give the producers of the Empire a 
larger and more stable market, but it would 
involve a rise in the cost of living, particu­
larly in England. 
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A third difficulty is most clearly seen in 
the Argentine. Huge masses of British 
capital are invested there, and it is difficult 
to see how England can permit any 
exclusion of Argentine grain and meat 
from her markets. 
The more immediate difficulty however 
arises out of the foreign trade of the United 
Kingdom and the Dominions. All have com­
mercial treaties with foreign nations to tie 
their hands, and all have an export trade 
to consider. Any serious diversion of trade 
is liable to bring about retaliation, e.g., 
tariff measures by the Commonwealth 
Government to reduce the flow of manu­
factures from Japan to Australia will almost 
inevitably be followed by Japanese tariff 
measures to reduce the flow of wool and 
wheat from Australia to Japan. The same 
thing applies on a much larger scale to 
England. These factors bid fair to nullify 
the efforts of the delegations at Ottawa. 
However, even a small increase in intra­
imperial trade will help the producers of 
the Empire. 
The attempt to achieve a greater volume 
of trade between British countries is 
paralleled in Europe by the attempt to effect 
a Danubian commercial confederacy. The 
small nations of Central Europe and the 
Balkan Peninsula, always impoverished, are 
in a desperate financial condition as a result 
of the depression. Relief is hindered by 
Franco-German rivalry, for some of these 
countries have been granted large loans by 
the French, and by a strange coincidence 
their political views are very similar to 
those of the French. Austria, on the other 
hand, is German in population and has not 
forgiven France for quashing the proposed 
customs union with Germany. 
A League of Nations committee put for­
ward a scheme for the individual rehabili­
tation of these countries. It was dependent, 
however, upon the concurrence of the Four 
Powers-England, France, Italy, and Ger­
many-and France had an alternative 
scheme. This was that Austria, Hungary, 
Czecho-Slovakia and Rumania should lower 
their tariffs against one another by ten 
per cent. The Four Powers were to waive 
any treaties preventing this; to extend a 
measure of preference to the goods of these 
countries; and to combine in a £40,000,000 
Joan. Germany and Italy, whose trade 
would have been adversely affected, re­
jected this scheme. Consequently, the 
Danube states remain unsuccoured. The 
Lausanne Conference, however, has brought 
some prospect of collaboration by the 
greater powers to assist the Central 
European states. 
The triumphant conclusion of the 
Lausanne Conference two weeks ago, ap­
pears to have brought the Reparations 
Ogre to his knees at last. During the first 
half of the year the German Government 
was a Government of the Left (Socialists 
of all hues). F ranee, on the other hand, 
was under a Government of the Right (the 
propertied classes) . The representatives of 
these Governments could not come to any 
agreement on reparations, largely because 
of the approach of the elections. In June, 
however, both met the fate of depression 
Governments, and at Lausanne the position 
was reversed, a Frencbman of the Left 
meeting a German of the Right. The 
security of recent election combined with 
the extreme urgency of the situation to 
bring agreement. Moreover, France was the 
party called upon to make a sacrifice, and 
it was in France that the party more dis­
posed to international conciliation had 
triumphed. It was agreed that in place of 
the annual payments of £96,000,000 till 
1966 and £80,000,000 thereafter till 1988, 
provided for in the Young Plan, a Jump 
capital sum, to be paid within fifteen years, 
should be paid into a fund for the rehabili­
tation of Central Europe, to which fund 
France, Italy and England would also con­
tribute. Von Papen made an offer of 
£100,000,000 on condition that the clause 
attributing the guilt of the war to Germany 
be cut out of the Versailles Treaty. Herriot 
refused this and demanded £300,000,000. 
After protracted negotiation, and continuous 
mediation on the part of Ramsay Macdonald 
and Sir John Simon, the two agreed on 
£I 50,000,000, the war guilt clause to remain 
in the Treaty. M. Herriot was bitterly 
attacked on his return by the newspapers 
of the Right, and Von Papen had to face 
the threats of the arch-Nationalist Hitler, 
but the whole world breathed a sigh of 
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relief. The next step is the reduction by 
U.S.A. of the war debts due to her. Europe 
hopes that this will come about, but 
obviously Mr. Hoover cannot take the poli­
tical risk of doing anything in this direction 
before the Presidential elections in Novem­
ber. Meanwhile, the new breath of optimism 
has re-invigorated the Disarmament 
Conference. 
The 1932 meeting of the nations in 
conference for the purpose of bringing about 
disarmament and the abolition of war took 
place shortly after the outbreak of hostili­
ties in Manchuria. This inauspicious begin­
ning was not improved by the appearance 
of the usual differences of opinion. Germany 
demanded an equal right to armaments, 
pointing out that when she was virtually 
disarmed by the Treaty of Versailles it was 
on the understanding that the other nations 
were to pursue a course of disarmament, an 
understanding which has not been fulfilled. 
France, on the other hand, came out with 
her customary demands (a vastly strength­
ened League of Nations controlling the only 
armaments allowed-a kind of international 
police force), to which England gave her 
customary opposition. However, the con­
ference succeeded in framing a resolution 
upon which there was unanimity. It was 
proposed by Mr. Gibson, the American 
delegate, and supported by England and 
Italy. France secured the addition of the 
last phrase in order to keep the door open 
to her proposals for an international police 
force. The resolution reads: " Without pre­
judice to the. other proposals which fall to 
be discussed under later heads of the agenda, 
the conference declares its approval of the 
principle of qualitative disarmament, that 
is, the selection of certain classes or descrip­
tions of weapons, the possession or the use 
of which should be absolutely prohibited 
to all states, or internationalised by inter­
national convention." 
The weapons listed for abolition by 
America were: tanks, heavy mobile guns, 
gases. To these, Italy wished to add battle­
ships, submarines and bombing planes, to­
gether with international control of civil 
aviation. It was decided to leave it to a 
committee of armament experts to decide 
what arms were aggressive and what were 
not, and a formidable array of admirals 
and generals duly went into consultation. 
By a most mysterious coincidence, it 
transpired that no country, in the opinion 
of its own experts, had any but defensive 
arms. Admiral Pound, of England, could 
not bring himself to think that battleships 
were anything but defensive in character, 
in which the American delegate agreed with 
him. The French delegate was convinced 
that the submarine was peculiarly defensive 
in character. In the same way, each expert 
was positive that the type of armaments 
in which his own country was strong, was 
not in the least aggressive. Conclusions 
such as these have always been the result 
of appointing naval and military gentlemen 
to committees for the investigation of dis­
armament suggestions. Technically, their 
decisions are probably indisputable: once 
a war has started, all armaments are de­
fensive, and defence often consists of 
offence. But the moral effect of doing away 
with some of the most impressive of the 
weapons of war would go a long way to­
wards removing the fear complex which 
starts wars. It is this that the statesmen 
of the world, fresh from Lausanne, may yet 
do, despite committees of experts. We said 
earlier that much has been done in the last 
three months. There still remains much to 
do-war debts, tariffs and armaments still 
oppress the world. But the Disarmament 
Conference is re-assembling; a World 
Economic Conference has been called 
arising out of the Lausanne Conference; 
and the Presidential elections are to be held 
in U.S.A. in November. 
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Some Notes on Richard Wagner 
L IKE most of the fine arts, music, and 
more especially opera, is indebted to 
Italy for its beginnings. Italian Opera is 
still the most popular with a large majority 
of audiences even to-day, on account of its 
abundant melody and the opportunity 
afforded to the singers for vocal display. 
But whilst the Italians undoubtedly laid 
the foundations on which to build, to 
France, and more especially to Germany, 
must be given the credit of taking up the 
work of development where Italy left off, 
and of elevating Opera from the sphere of 
light entertainment to that of serious 
intellectual music-drama. German Opera is 
in this respect the very antithesis of the 
Italian school. It is distinguished by a 
seriousness of purpose which obviates all 
vocal display, and strives to express the 
dramatic idea more forcibly than could the 
spoken word. 
This development was brought about 
mainly through the work of Richard 
Wagner, whose advent marks a new era in 
the field of Opera. A man of extraordinary 
genius, his works are conceived upon a 
gigantic scale. They are Shakespearean in 
their tragic power, or as in the Mastersingers 
of Nurnberg, in their element of comedy. 
Wagner is also unique in being the author 
of his own libretti: beside his achievement 
in the realm of music, he was a poet of no 
mean order, and won for himself a lasting 
place in the field of German literature. 
Here, too, his revolutionary outlook 
found expression, but this time with less 
happy consequences; on account of his 
literary activities during the revolutionary 
agitation in Dresden in 1849 he was obliged 
to flee to Switzerland, where he lived in 
exile for some years. 
The theory of music-drama evolved by 
Wagner was, that the lyric stage should 
present, not a series of melodies for voice 
upon a mere framework of plot, but a 
serious work of dramatic art, the music to 
which should express the ever varying 
development of the drama. With this end in 
view, he invented a melodious recitative, 
which only at certain great crises in the 
progress of the action, such as the assembling 
of the Valkyries, Wotan's Farewell, the 
surrounding of the Valkyrie rock by fire, 
the meeting of Siegfried and Brunhilde, or 
the love duet in "Tristran and Isolde," 
swells into prolonged melody. Beside these 
great moments of climax, there is marvel­
lous orchestral colour and melody in the 
weft and woof of the recitative. This is 
produced by the use of Leading Motifs, 
every leading motif being a brief but ex­
pressive melody so brief that, to one coming 
to Wagner without previous study, the 
melodious quality of his recitative is not 
at first appreciated. These leading motifs 
belong to certain characters in the drama, 
or to certain instances potent in its develop­
ment, such as hate, love, jealousy, or 
revenge. 
His eleven great music-dramas, "Rienzi," 
" F l y i n g Dutchman," "Tann ha user," 
"Lohengrin," the tetralogy of "The Ring 
of the Nibelung," "Tristran and Isolde," 
" Meistersinger," " Parsifal ," were mostly 
based on German legend and Old Norse 
mythology, but he is also indebted to the 
King Arthur legends for two of his dramas; 
"Lohengrin" and " Parsifal" can be 
traced through Gottfried von Strassbourg 
and Wolfram von Eschenbach to Walter 
Map and Malory. 
Although the works of our modern 
British composer, Rutland Boughton, are 
similar in idea to many of Wagner's Operas, 
and in trying to found a National School 
of Opera and Drama at Glastonbury, he 
had Wagner's Bayreuth Festival Theatre in 
mind, Wagner's work is in many respects 
so highly individualistic that he has had 
no imitators. But his influence on the form 
and theory of Opera was immense, and per­
sists to the present day. This we discover 
not only in the enrichment of the orchestral 
accompaniment, but; in the greater serious­
ness with which Opera is taken as an art. 
Truly he was an innovator of the lyric 
stage whose influence will long be felt. 
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Undergraduate Addresses 
No. 2. 
LINES TO A POSSIBLE POSTERITY. 
(Air: "St. Lucia.") 
My son, it is a moving thought and solemn 
That you will wander, thoughtless , 
through my dream, 
Stroll on the terrace, lean against tbe 
column, 
In the sweet groves of tbat New Academe 
Which I have dreamed on in my generation­
Dreamed on and looked for and at last 
forgot-
But will be waiting for your occupation­
Or possibly will not. 
I do not envy: I can rest contented 
To think that, though in waiting I grow 
old, 
And, having waited, fall out circumvented, 
A son of mine may yet in flesb behold 
Tbe halls I migbt have known; for 
meditation 
Pause in sucb places as may well inspire 
(As in myself, in fond imagination) 
Some vague Promethean fire: 
Or if be, falling shorter, gets some learning, 
Borrows some grace, knows love in 
idleness; 
I, watching from that bourne whence no 
returning, 
Will grudge not-or feel one pang, I 
confess: 
For in tbose fields where he will do bis 
sporting 
I, by the place taught, batting with 
strange ease, 
Might have monopolised the sport-reporting 
With strong, sweet centuries. 
Well, be it yours-but possibly I flatter 
With too, too ardent bope the wish in me, 
And you will grumble at tbe self-same 
matter 
Of a belated University: 
Let me tben bend tbe bumble dedication 
Of tbis from you, for whom it was begun, 
To one who in his distant generation 
May see the truth: YOUR son. 
v. 
No. 3. 
CRABBED AGE. 
(Commem. 1932.) 
Young sirs, of late I watched you gaily 
prancing 
A long tbe highways like the young 
gazelle, 
~ cohort there remarkably advancing 
To be surveyed and pondered on and­
well, 
I did survey and ponder, these resulting, 
Writ in no vain hope of utility, 
Merely to mention that your strange exulting 
Is not, alas, for me. 
This disappoints perhaps your expectation: 
Some say the weary tissues, as a rule , 
Surge with a something like rejuvenation 
Merely at seeing you play at the fool. 
Mine do not. Yet tbink not tbat I condemn 
you: 
Diverse tbe thoughts tbat stir my 
cerebrum, 
For, while I join not with them tbat con­
demn you, 
Your ways, you know, are rum. 
Not all, of course: your brightness I don't 
question; 
Before your wit I simply must be mum; 
I envy you your youth-your verve­
digestion; 
Myself migbt burl the ovum putridum, 
Yet (it is all too plain I grow no younger) 
How can I envy you tbis song and dance 
Wbo could not face tbe staring scandal­
monger 
Unsheltered of my pants? 
v. 
HE GOETH HIS OWN WAY. 
"Ob, Shepherd leave thy sighing 
And get thee to tby wooing, 
Be up, fond youth, and doing!" 
Quoth he who had come prying. 
But all the Shepherd said 
(To him who had come prying) 
Was this, and thus replying, 
"Good sir . .. My aching head!" 
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Ad 
"JT'S moments like these," says the old 
proverb, and 1 have sought the inspira­
tion of its subtly-given advice.' In the 
glorious recklessness of a splendid insanity, 
I promised the Editor an article-" And 
Brutus is an honourable man!" (W. Shake­
speare.) 
We learn to suffer what we cannot evade. 
And so, refusing all invitations to banquets 
and gay assemblies, I sat me down to con­
centrate. Truly, concentration is the secret 
of all strength- and it's perfectly simple, 
requiring only pen, paper, a packet of a 
certain soothing and succulent substance, 
and the predatory glare acquired from much 
bridge playing. 
After a considerable amount of indus­
trious sitting, slowly the vital force 
accumulated. The suggestion came-I must 
find a beautiful setting for noble thoughts. 
l began to feel excited, but manfully con­
tinued to masticate, I mean, to concentrate, 
until the full beauty of the inspiration burst 
in its golden glory upon me. The Library! 
Why, of course, noble in subject and per­
fect in setting. Here was rich opulence for 
a magnum opus. 
The Library is an edifice sweetly appeal­
ing in its unpretentiousness; furnished in 
noble simplicity, it creates just that ascetic 
atmosphere which is elegant and appropriate 
to all scholarship. Long, narrow tables of 
redolent . timber, richly engraved and 
chastely inscribed, lend that air of antiquity 
which is so necessary to complete the dignity 
of a select and cultured reading-room; 
while the exquisite grain of the uncarpeted 
floors, intriguingly stencilled in hues of inky 
darkness, cannot fail to win favour with 
the lover of our beautiful Australian woods. 
The meticulous arrangement of the room's 
appointments creates joy in the heart of 
the most fastidious, the requisite touch of 
comfort and modernity being added by the 
brazen glow of the radiators and feminine 
fashions. 
This, gentle reader, is the abode of the 
wise and the otherwise. 
Let us open the door of this intellectual 
retreat-a strangely compelling odour meets 
us, one which would intrigue an American 
Lib. 
novelist into analysis-a fascinating com­
mixture of face powder and inexpensive 
tobacco. Into the tapestry of sound is woven 
the melody of many voices-students of 
mathematics writhe in rapture, uttering 
ecstatic comment as they filch the hard­
sought secrets of the mystic symbols; as­
pirants to legal fame in fine, ambitious 
frenzy, breathe pet perorations of famous 
men at golf, while from the more advan­
tageous position at the rear of the hall, 
comes the murmur of aesthetic chatter. 
There is withal , an inspiring accompani­
ment, of guttural achievement, one of 
marked concerted effort, which those of 
less fine intellectual fibre might term 
cacophonous coughs. 
Picture the fine old hall, warm with the 
sweet, drowsy sunlight of afternoon. Out 
of the depths of an intermittent, sapient 
silence comes the applauded effort of a rich 
baritone. This is but the prelude of a dense 
texture of orchestral harmony-soul-stirring 
altos, tenors robusto, dainty sopranos­
expressing the 1 ich variety of Bark. 
An indication of the progressive thought 
and high mental calibre of the under­
graduates is discernible in the electric 
atmosphere in which the competitive 
patriotism of the sexes predominates. 
This was perhaps more evident during 
the Old Regime, in the retention among the 
mighty of books which the less mighty had 
sentimental hankerings for. How the 
superior astuteness of the male asserted 
itself in his understanding of the Socratic 
axiom, "Contentment is natural wealth; 
luxury is artificial poverty." How noble his 
efforts, how diligent his patience in the 
discip lining of his luxury-craving female 
associates! 
And the woman! What zest there was in 
life, what a thrill of adventure and romance 
when they could get in early in the after­
noon and commandeer, in provocatively 
alluring fashion , the impressive piles the 
men had spent the morning to acquire. 
· ~ The old order changeth, giving place 
to new," and such proclivities are some­
what checked when the scope is limited to 
Encyclopaedia Britannica and Statute­
books. 
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No article on the Lib. would be complete 
without mention of the Librarian. Her 
quietly-staged entrances seldom fail to whip 
us into fresh accomplishment, and while 
her mental attitude towards intellectual and 
uplifting conversation in the Library is 
somewhat disappointing, we cannot omit to 
appreciate, even in moments of stress, her 
eloquent encouragement to~rds more 
orderly and peaceful lives. 
Such is the Lib. And so you can readily 
imagine with what sentiments we wrench 
ourselves away at five o'clock each after­
noon from this arcana of illuminated halls. 
The outer world becomes for us, a gross 
fact, a cacophonous unqacity, a depraved 
futility which deadens the radiancy of the 
ethereal visions of the Library. 
We are indeed the pitiful playthings of 
the pitiless gods. 
" 1s this the way to write an article?" 
I asked the Editor. "Well, it's one of the 
ways of doing it," he said, losing the shining 
·optimism, but not the tactful courtesy of 
editorial youth. 
"Bridus." 
WATER HYACINTHS. 
When night's grey robe was lifted from the 
earth, 
While through the dawning burst the 
magpie's song, 
When the shy dawn crept forth , and clad 
with light 
The still lagoon, that lay encoiled along, 
And round a sloping hill. The middle 
reaches 
Were pure and virginal and coldly white, 
And by the edge, the maiden hyacinth, 
Proud naked loveliness, austere and 
bright. 
Still noon was lowering; a threat back held 
Was tbe blue sky, more blue than a girl's 
eyes 
Fiery with anger. The lagoon below 
Threw back the blue to mock the burn­
ing skies. 
It was as if a Circe-tigress crouched 
Dreaming as dreamed the byacinthine 
haze. 
A sensuous spell, a fascinating sin, 
Loatbly and passionate the hyacinth's 
blaze. 
Passion outworn, they dream on to the 
night, 
Like a lean, love-lost woman, haggard, 
old. 
Beauty washed out, no love nor potency, 
But sad remembrance that the stars 
enfold. 
When Coridon bad left bis hyacinths, 
He wept , and mourned bis loss a little 
space. 
Then turned aside to follow ugliness 
And loved it in a poor girl's vapid face. 
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The University and Politics 
CONTEMPORARY politics is ignored by many University students who are 
familiar with historical events which no 
longer influence the development of society. 
When events become petrified after lapse 
of time they are fit subjects for antiquarian 
curiosity, but to history in the matrix scant 
attention is given. It is easily discerned that 
the University takes little interest in poli­
ticians, and politicians take little interest 
in the University. Nevertheless our legisla­
tors receive some terse and pointed notice 
on Commemoration Day, and this home of 
learning is in turn regarded as a suitable 
victim for the exercise of economy. How­
ever, we have political philosophers aplenty. 
Compulsorily they are able to theorise in 
the most approved fashion; to enumerate 
the reasons why a bicameral legislature is 
alleged to be desirable; to criticise succinctly 
the dicta of Aristotle; to prove that 
Democracy has all the faults ascribed to it 
by conservative newspapers; and so forth. 
All this is done passing well. 
It may be within limits unquestionably 
fine. Doubtless these students, when they 
vote, make their choice upon rather vague 
and sweeping general principles, or because 
of atavism, or an atrabilious editorial. If a 
benighted public were to look to the 
University for guidance on politics and 
things political its confidence would be 
severely shaken. A charge often laid at the 
door of the University is that of unpracti­
calness. Unfortunately, in many respects this 
charge is easily substantiated. Innumerablt 
truisms, a heavy crop of platitudes, a 
wilderness of words have been the products 
of the prevalent depression. To the grea~ 
aggregation of fatuities, University trained 
economists have added their nauseous quota. 
The public has become weary and ap­
parently realises that little is to be expected 
from the orthodox economist. These gentle­
men resemble very strongly the doctor who 
can explain exactly why the patient died but 
cannot find a serum for the disease. Politics 
has become so mixed up with economics 
that economists have exercised considerable 
influence, but the star of many of them is 
definitely on the wane. As for those who 
are still students, just as elsewhere, they fall 
into different categories. There is a small 
number who have political views and can 
explain them intelligently. These possibly 
cause some amusement to those who are 
blissfully and voluntarily ignorant. Some 
there are who insinuate that they have 
definite views, which are withheld for 
reasons of State. The existence of these 
alleged views is at least problematical. It 
is scarcely likely that the retention of these 
will cause profound regret. 
Another school of thought adheres to the 
notion that politicians are congenitally de­
praved and that politics is at the best a 
sordid business. A notion that is as con­
venient as it is irrational. It serves as a 
substitute for thought, allows ignorance to 
remain in a privileged obscurity, and is a 
complete answer to whatever question upon 
the subject may arise. This unintentionally 
pharisaical, Holier than they, attitude is 
not uncommon. These people, who might 
act as a disinfectant, avoid politics as they 
would the plague. All of which is perhaps 
unfortunate. A number, of a: different type, 
get their views with their breakfast from 
tiresome leading articles. "Inspired," but 
uninspiring. This is a convenient method of 
thinking by proxy and has considerable 
vogue. The vitiating effect of reading hastily 
concocted and admittedly partisan leaders 
is most noticeable. 
In short, every view is represented; the 
conservative, the liberal, the radical, the 
agnostic. But the number of those who hold 
explainable opinions is extremely small. 
Politics as a topic for intelligent discussion 
is almost out of the picture. A number of 
persons of dubious right to do so will say 
that this is not an unmixed evil, that the 
younger the mind the greater is the tendency 
to radicalism, perhaps resurrect the saying 
about the man who has not been a Socialist 
before he is twenty-five, an aphorism which 
should have died of inanition. The fact that 
about the time most people are said to be­
come conservative the weight of the brain 
decreases may be irrelevant ·and mis­
leading. Why politics, present-day politics, 
is so neglected is a difficult question. And 
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it must be confessed that no satisfactory 
answer presents itself. It is, of course, 
eminently undesirable that political views 
should be intruded into lectures. They are 
not. But there is no ban whatsoever upon 
discussion. It is not impossible that this is 
the reason. Meanwhile, if the public imagines 
that most students have the barest know­
ledge of thi; subject it is under a complete 
though thoroughly understandable mis­
apprehension. In other Universities political 
creeds may flourish and controversies rage; 
but the majority of Queensland students 
hold only nebulous views themselves, and 
are amiably indifferent to the views of 
others. Elsewhere the holder of obnoxious 
opinions may; be roughly handled; no such 
improprieties here. The fact even that our 
legislators are featured on Commem. indi­
cates nothing. Their prominence, the readi­
ness with which their names lend themselves 
to punning-these are the things which 
count. Other considerations weigh not at all. 
We might wish that things were otherwise. 
On the other hand, we might not. But the 
explanation of the status quo is elusive. 
It does not appear that University men 
will play a prominent part in politics till a 
new attitude is adopted. At present these 
few observations appear to hold. In going 
through the subject with a large sieve some 
interesting, though microscopic, species of 
the political animal must have passed un­
noticed. If anyone feels that actualities have 
been misrepresented, I am subject to 
correction or annihilation. 
Desmond McCawley. 
FLEUR. ..... 
Dainty little lady, 
Alas! but you'll never know 
How. you're adorable! 
For none can tell you so 
But I. And I'll not tell-
And still shall you happy go. 
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University Antiquities 
I I. 
LADY MacGREGOR'S TREE. 
TT was Queensland's Jubilee Day, Friday, 
.l the IOth December, 1909. The time was 
half-past three in the afternooon. A large 
crowd was gathered in front of what was 
then Government House. Many of the ladies 
present wore circular straw hats of roomy 
acreage, loaded with floral tributes. Many 
men wore toppers. One youth in the front 
row sported a . flat straw hat. On a dais 
under the decorated portico sat a dis­
tinguished company. The Premier, the 
Hon. W. Kidston, rose, made a speech, and 
invited the Governor to sign the University 
Bill of 1909. His Excellency Sir William 
MacGregor rose, made another speech, and 
signed the bill. Handing it then to the 
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, he 
pressed a button and unveiled the tablet 
dedicating the building to the University 
of Queensland. The Speaker, the Hon. J. T. 
Bell, rose and made his speech-a good one. 
Professor David, of Sydney, made another 
speech, Professor Stirling, of Adelaide, 
rounded off with another, "each in his 
turn," says the official account, " drawing 
from the assemblage the endorsement of 
enthusiastic applause." 
It was now the children's turn to sing 
the "Children's Ode." 
"Here, as tbe seasons wax and wane, 
May science still increase ber store, 
And Trutb be reverenced more and more, 
And Tolerance and Justice reign." 
"One graceful ceremony remained, and 
that typical of beauty, life, and growth." 
The Premier spoke: " 1 have now to invite 
Her Excellency, Lady MacGregor, to plant 
a ' University Tree,' which I hope will grow 
and flourish as we expect the University to 
do, · and that in the years to come, when 
many who are here to-day have passed 
away, the tree will be known as ' Lady 
MacGregor's Tree.' 
" On a spot in front of the dais, Her 
Exce:lency planted a tree with a silver 
spade, on which was inscribed: 'To Lady 
MacGregor, from the Chief Secretary of 
Queensland, Hon. W. Kidston, !Oth Decem­
ber, 1909.' Lady MacGregor declared the 
tree well and truly planted." 
Thus ends the record. Since that far-off 
day, twenty-three years ago, the indentity 
of the University tree has been kept a close 
secret. Inquiries (in the wrong quarter) 
failed to throw any light upon the mystery. 
But with that insatiable thirst for know­
ledge which-as said the oracle on that 
first day of days-should characterise the 
University staff no less than their ability 
to teach, the quest was renewed. Walter 
had heard of the tree, his eyes had not be­
held it. But Dante knew! And then, too, 
Mr. McCaffrey remembered! 
To the left of the Men's Common Room 
there is a fig tree with small shining leaves 
-ficus nitida they call it in the non-classical 
department. Its many arms are long and 
spindly, its trunk-alas, for symbolism!­
refused to grow straight, and early became 
crooked in its ways. To the keen eye of the 
antiquarian there are also not wanting signs 
that the tree has suffered in some pre-historic 
conflagration. To promote the growth of 
the tree its branches should be cut back 
severely, but whether this would symbolise 
the drastic economies under which the 
University is now suffering, or serve to sug­
gest a vigorous University policy of con­
solidation of existing faculties rather than 
over-quick expansion, is for the individual 
to decide. At any rate, tbis is the "University 
Tree," destined "to grow with the Uni­
versity, and afford grateful shade to 'those 
brought within its wholesome influence." 
It is too much to ask that at once the 
tree should be suitably marked and treated 
henceforth with the respect which it de­
serves? Fifty years hence, a century hence, 
such symbols will have a significance we are, 
in general, only too slow. to realise. 
Meanwhile, sitting in its " grateful 
shade," it may be well to recall some of the 
utterances made onl that first of University 
days in Queensland when the tree was 
planted. 
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" I hope that the influence of the Univer­
sity will radiate through all the ranks of 
our social organism; that those who have 
the advantage and the privilege of the more 
liberal education which our University will 
give will be like the leaven which the woman 
put in the measures of meal, and will leaven 
the whole community."-The Hon. W. 
Kidston, Premier of Queensland. 
"What we understand here by a University, 
and what we aim at, is an institution where 
any person can find the fullest and best 
instruction of the day in any branch of 
knowledge."-Sir William MacGregor. 
" I hope that the test of the success of 
this University is not going to be a purely 
literary test, though let it be tested in that 
way too, but I am convinced that those who 
look at the University from the broader 
standpoint feel confident that this Univer­
sity is not going to turn out merely men 
who can pass examinations, but is going 
to turn out men of the world, and that it 
is going to have a striking effect upon the 
tone of our citizenship."-Hon. f. T. Bell. 
" May it not be our fervent prayer that 
in this noble hall both Reverence and Learn­
ing will for ever dwell together in sweet 
harmony?"-Professor David, Sydney. 
" May I express the hope that the fact 
will become recognised which has not easily 
gained recognition in the Australian com­
munities-namely, that a well-founded and 
well-equipped University may be one of 
the best assets, material as well as intellec­
tual, that can be possessed by any State or 
nation."-Professor Stirling, Adelaide. 
F.W.R. 
A Victim 
THE biting wind swept the deserted 
avenue, with stately buildings on the 
one side and on the other graceful trees. A 
neat female form is seen hurrying by and 
disappears in the last of the line of build­
ings, where a door now swings open. Silence 
except for the moan of the wind. A screech, 
and silence once more! Was it only a high­
pitched laugh or·-? 
Sh ! I have entered the building. Quietly 
I seek a place in an inconspicuous corner. 
Before me stretch row upon row of long 
white tables. An ominous hush fills the 
room. 
Suddenly to my straining ears comes the 
sound of shuffling somewhere outside the 
vast room, and ghostly steps echo in the 
hall , steadily coming nearer. I fix my eyes 
on the half-open door and try to pierce the 
gloom, when a huge indistinct figure fills 
the doorway. I shrink down upon my chair 
and half hide under a table. It does not 
notice me, but proceeds with measured tread 
to a chair. 
What! Other chairs are occupied by 
ghostly forms, bending over the tables in 
the dead silence. What is that before them? 
Through the haze I can see box-like objects 
of all colours at which the forms, which 
have a human appearance, are fiercely 
jabbing with black instruments. 
Subdued hysterical sounds arise from 
somewhere in front of me. 1 try to place 
them when the first ghostly figure silently 
arises and, making its way stealthily around 
the tables, bends over a small form intent 
upon its box, and I could see the monster's 
hands moving with deadly purpose, but 
could do nothing. 
Unnoticed, another figure has entered the 
door. It appears to be a woman. Striding 
up to the monster she lays one hand on his 
neck and the other on the seat of his pants 
and, with a mighty heave, sends him 
through a window which seems to open 
before him. 
Through the window the sun1 appears to 
be shining. Good Lord! I've been dreaming. 
That damn library is getting on my nerves. 
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The Dog 
THE black line of posts on either side of 
the brown and slippery road stood out 
clearly against the long grass in the pad­
docks, bleached almost to whiteness by 
scorching suns and now beaten down by 
days of rain. The sky was a dull and uni­
form grey, and the clouds and rain narrowed 
down one's horizon as an enormous fog 
might have done; the mountains, so won­
derful a blue but a week ago, were quite 
blotted out. The river had risen and could 
be heard by the men in the store as it 
murmured sullenly. From one of the win­
dows its grey sheet of water, dully luminous, 
was here and there visible. 
It was very cold outside and the little 
group in the store was drably dressed in 
great overcoats. Collars. were turned up 
around necks, and pipes were smoked as 
much for warmth as for the tobacco. These 
men were farmers of Low German extrac­
tion, their Blucher boots finishing off 
the picture of drabness and heavy faces. 
They heard outside the splash of water 
as someone came along the path, then 
the scraping of feet on the veranda. The 
door which had been pushed shut against 
the cold and moisture was opened, and a 
middle-aged man appeared in the doorway, 
tall and slightly bent. At his heels, splasheci 
almost all over with mud and slime, was a 
yellow down-cast dog. Conversation had 
ceased, and some of the farmers stared un­
expectantly at the stranger. "Good evening," 
he said, and some of the eyes turned slowly 
away. One of the older men answered him 
and volunteered that it was damn' cold. 
He took out a pipe and pushed down the 
tobacco already in it and lit a match. He 
looked up suddenly and broke the dull 
silence­
" Is there any chance at all of getting 
across the river to-night?" 
"No," answered one of the staring group, 
"the 'pocket's' cut off. Haven't had sup­
plies for three days, them over there." 
The men began to talk to each other again 
and the stranger relapsed into silence. Soon 
two or three went out and rode away, for 
it was drawing near milking time. A little 
later a tall and browned young man (he 
probably had a wife and several children, 
though he could not have been more than 
twenty-five) went out. A moment later he 
had returned and, standing in the door­
way, asked the stranger if he could help 
him on his way, " that is, if your're on your 
way to Collier Creek." 
"I'd like to see the river," said the 
stranger, "if your're going that way." 
" Come on then," said the tall young 
man, and a few minutes later they were 
rocking about in an open sulky as it splashed 
down the hill. 
" I've got to get over that river," said 
the stranger suddenly. 
The driver's eyes left the road for one 
short moment, and he looked at the other 
with wonder and a sort of pity. He said 
nothing, and a moment later they reached 
the bottom of the hill. 
" Just over the ridge there," he said, 
pointing the way to the stranger, and set 
off again along the road, which down here 
was over black soil and sticky and 
treacherous. 
As the man splashed away over the sodden 
grass the dog came up beside him. He was 
tired and hungry and looked up at his 
master sorrowfully. He whined, and the man 
stopped, then kicked him into the mud. The 
man went on and the dog followed behind, 
tail between legs and accepting the punish­
ment, dully bewildered. 
They came down to the bank, a grassy 
slope some twenty feet above the ordinary 
bank of pebbles. Here and there a shrub 
or a tree rose strangely from the brown 
water. Logs and debris were swept past, not 
very quickly, but strongly, silently almost, 
and threatening. The man looked up and 
down the bank, his face expressionless. He 
took off his coat, then his boots. Then he 
took out his pipe and looked at it, and he 
almost smiled as he pelted it across the 
river and saw it land. 
A woman, who had come down to the 
river to look at its swollen waters, com­
paring the flood with that of the day before, 
found him lying on the bank, his feet still 
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in the water. His dog was beside him, and 
yelped feebly to the approaching figure . The 
woman began to run, and squatting beside 
the man began to chafe his icy hands. She 
shook him, terrified. But he opened his eyes, 
for it was exhaustion that had overcome 
him, and he had swallowed hardly any of 
the muddy water. 
" Thanks," he said. sitting up, "I'll be 
right." 
MY LADY. 
I wandered in the morning 
Be/ore the break of day, 
When Gypsy folk are yawning 
And getting on their way. 
The mist was in the hedge rows, 
The meadow larks were stirring, 
And where the moss and sedge grow 
A little stream was purring. 
I met a shepherd going 
To tend his woolly flock; 
I saw a farmer sowing; 
I heard the village clock. 
I saw t be golden sunlig bt 
Caress the dancing flowers, 
And silver cob-webs spun rigbt 
Across wee, elfin bowers. 
I walked where shasta daisies 
Were yellow on the sod, 
And butter cup and heartsease 
Were flowering where I trod, 
And gentle daffadillies, 
And dog rose and blue bells, 
And chaste mountain lilies , 
And king-cups and hare-bells. 
I heard the cuckoo singing 
Beneath a briar bush, 
And on a pear tree swinging 
There was a merry thrush. 
Oh why was I so glad then? 
Because I love you true I 
And was my love so mad then? 
Or do you love me too? 
Junius. 
" Thank your dog, by Cripes," said the 
farm-girl, laughing wildly all on a sudden. 
The man did not speak. The swish of the 
river behind them and the low sighing of 
a she-oak above were the only sounds. Soon 
he rose from the ground and started off 
again, the girl looking blankly after him. 
As he breasted the hill the dog looked back, 
and then they disappeared. 
CONTRASTS..... . 
See, the sweet nun kneeling tbere 
Still as dew in the grass. 
Her eyelids droop, her bands in prayer 
A re folded, the hours pass. 
Monotonous and still, a wraith 
Of incense rises, mystic, slow. 
Candles a-glint, like her own faith, 
Through blue mist brightly glow. 
The sunlight slants upon her veil 
A light in that dim place; 
To her lighted soul the sunlight's pale­
Her soul is bright with grace. 
But you, you golden dancing girl 
Who laugh, and stand tiptoe, 
Eager to see the incense curl 
A round the candle glow. 
What do you know of holiness, 
Of prayerful mild content? 
0 , Mocker at love and loveliness, 
Your own will soon be spent. 
Golden as poppies you dance your dance 
To steal men's hearts away. 
Lithe gay girl, is there ever a chance 
You'll find such peace some day? 
Heh, but you mock at her, kneeling there, 
And you dare to run from the door. 
Hatless and lissom and very fair 
You dance on the chapel floor. 
And you stand by the nun and lift her veil, 
And sobered, catch your breath. 
And you whisper to me, your young face 
pale, 
" This is no peace, but death." 
I 
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Steel Gods 
OWN no debt to the writer of 
" Frankenstein"; the idea was born of a 
chance remark from a Classics student, a 
clergyman in the making. He had wandered 
t h rough the Mechanical Engineering 
Laboratory and, turning to me, remarked: 
"Anh! This place makes me feel creepy I 
All those great wheels waiting to crush the 
~oul out of me! " 1 laughed; yet it struck 
me that the tone and manner might have 
been those of some impressive young 
I Iebrew in the Temple of Baal. Of course, 
Kipling has a tale of a 1-Iindoo, working 
on an ocean liner, who fell down and wor­
shipped the Low Pressure Cylinder; but that 
is not quite the same thing. 
After all , I thought at the time, a cold 
engine is a hard , depressing sight; but when 
it is running, warm, throbbing, singing a 
working song- then it is likeable, nearly 
alive. And men who have lived with 
engines will tell you that each one has a 
character of its own, that each must be 
humoured, or petted, or bullied in the right 
way to get the best work from it; they will 
tell you that they develop an affection for 
the particular engine in their charge. And 
1 can say for myself that there is a joy in 
sweetly running machinery-the joy of 
power, of knowing that the jerk of a hand 
can start or stop a giant, doing work that 
no man , nor thousands of men could do; 
and there is the warmth, and the movement, 
and the song, and the feeling that the en­
gine has a soul, that it carries on in some 
way the courage and the minds of men who 
built up the idea of it, and the skill of the 
men who made it.-So 1 laughed. 1nspiring, 
encouraging tribute to man's ingenuity, 
almost alive if you wish; but monster wait­
ing to grind the soul- never! And so the 
world has laughed, and talked of power 
and the saving of labour and of bestowing 
priceless leisure on mankind, and happily 
has made obeisance to "man's servant, the 
Machine" :- just as of old the tribes of 
Israel , in the fertile valleys of Canaan, joy­
fully bring in the priests of Baal, the god 
of fertility , of high production. They paid 
first in children. After a struggle, though 
rather one-sided, as a nation they lost their 
soul , and before long the ten tribes were 
no more. 
What of us? 
High priests of the machine were many ; 
sincere, well-meaning men who saw the 
advantages of greater production and who, 
from scientific oddities built devices worthy 
of respect, Productive Machines. The 
simple workers wrecked the machines­
-" inventions of the devil "-wrecked 
them with sickle and with mallet. The 
inventors were undismayed, as true high 
priests should be; they kept boosting the 
merits of their Steel Creatures until the 
shrewd and the far-sighted and the up-to­
date among mankind were converted and 
bought machines ; first a few and then mor~ 
and more. And now the trouble started. The 
machines had cost money, they had to be 
kept alive, kept producing. Again the 
children were offered up ; we all know the 
story: to serve the Machines children were 
cheaper than adults, so for twelve hours a 
day and seven days a week these little mites 
served at the altars of Productive Machines, 
and in the cruel teeth of the monsters Io~t 
their fingers, their hands and their lives. 
And to feed the Machines coal was hewn ; 
men, women, children and horses were de­
prived of their heritage of light and forced 
to slave for long hours in the pits. 
Meanwhile the Machines that v\'ere 
~erved so well amply fulfilled the promises 
of their high priests and produced, produced 
beyond measure; and the men who had 
welcomed the Machine and offered up their 
capital to it grew rich beyond dreams: 
Further, the Machine became of good re­
pute, for it allied itself to the true Church­
its devotees subscribed for missionaries that 
the dark uncivilised African might be shown 
the light and taught to wear a cotton loin 
cloth (to buy which they must toil for the 
Machines). 
There were still many righteous men in 
the community; in fact only the wealthy 
few worshipped the Machine, though the 
silly Bourgeoisie were awed and spoke 
extravagantly of it. So before long the 
children were saved and the wage-slaves 
began to win their freedom. Emancipation 
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was restarted by the Engineers-as we call 
the priests of the Machine. They were 
especially obstructive because they were 
good men, who thought to serve their fel­
low man, but they grew to love the Machine 
better (I have shown how easy that was), 
and they laughed at those who talked of 
grinding out the soul. But as they laughed 
they began to lose their souls, for they 
loved the Machine above all things. The 
squeak of an unoiled bearing hurt them 
like the cry of a child in pain; they de­
manded the best for their Machine and kept 
the wage-slaves toiling to produce the coal 
and oil, which they fed with lavish hand. 
But while these solid, lion-hearted en­
.gineers loved the Machine for its own sake, 
for its beauty, its rugged dependability, its 
controlled power, the devotees still kept 
their eyes on production. 
So at the beginning of the twentieth 
century we find the workers have won out 
from the slavery to the Machine; they 
appreciate the extra skill demanded of them 
by the Machine, both to control it and keep 
it in repair; but they are suspicious of any 
new Machine which will usurp their jobs 
or their skill. The Capitalists (as the 
devotees to the Productive Machine have 
come to be called) pay the Inventor (High 
Priest) to put more of his brain into the 
Machine. They displace the old engineer 
by the Technical Assistant, the Efficiency 
Engineer; cold calculating servers of Pro­
duction-there is no place for love. The 
Silly Bourgeoisie still worship with open­
mouthed awe, talk reverently of Produc­
tion (because the Capitalist does), and call 
the Workers fools who will not accept new 
Machines which are to save their labour 
(and pay). 
The grind has commenced; we escaped 
being bound to the Machine like slaves, 
we were saved our children by the boldness 
of true Prophets (like Shaftesbury) who 
were raised up for us, and by the staunch 
fight of the Workers for their righteous 
cause. The Machine and the Capitalists 
go steadily on, and as was promised, Pro­
duction is very great-we have railways 
and houses and motor cars very cheaply, 
we have fine battleships and guns and 
ammunition beyond measure. The Worker is 
beginning to covet the Production of the 
Machine, and the Silly Bourgeoisie grows 
more pleased with himself than ever. But 
the Machines have multiplied so fast and 
produce so much that it is getting more 
and more difficult to keep them fed with 
raw materials and colonial markets. The 
Capitalist cannot bear to see his Machines 
sick, starved and unproductive, nor can the 
Silly Bourgeoisie; the Worker, being wage­
bound, is also interested. We all know the 
story: cold, bloody, inhuman mechanical 
war. Turned to destructive ends the 
Machine runs amok and produces as had 
never before been known; runs itself to a 
standstill. But it soon revives, and right 
up to this very instant it continues building 
battleships and guns and ammunition 
beyond measure; it still grows hungry; and 
only by the Prophets of the true God is 
it held back on the brink of destructive 
madness. The first wheel waiting to grind. 
The Machines have multiplied greatly; 
for every Capitalist wants as much Pro­
duction as he can get. So greatly have they 
multiplied that they have not sufficient 
Markets; and all over the world thousands 
of Machines lie idle, rusting to uselessness. 
Men have toiled and sweated to make these 
forgotten, useless Steel Gods while their 
brethren go hungry and unclothed. The 
second wheel beginning to grind. 
The Machines have taken into their being 
more and more of the brain of the Inventor; 
they need less skill than ever to control and 
maintain. The Worker is being forced out 
of the need o~ his skill into a tender, just 
watching or mechanically, feverishly feed­
ing a mass production line with relentless 
uniformity. The third wheel grinding 
health and mind and soul. 
But worst of all is the fourth wheel. The 
Worker can avoid the other three if he wills; 
but he is turning hopefully, purposefully 
into the jaws of the fourth. He wants to 
take for himself these Gods; he wants to 
steal these Machines for which he slaves 
that he may reap the benefit of the pro­
duction. With sickle and with mallet he 
rushes forth o n c e more against the 
Capitalist, not to destory the "inventions 
of the devil," but, Communist, to sieze the 
" Means of Production." By murder and 
by hate having sold their souls to the 
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Machine, they are now bound slaves more 
than ever, toiling and sweating to produce 
more Machines rather than food and cloth­
ing for themselves. When the Five Year 
Plan is over, of course! ..... ! What then? 
Will we see the New Jerusalem, the heaven 
on earth? Or will we sorrowfully write 
Q.E.D. to the question, " How can Satan 
cast out Satan?" 
And now~ Silly Bourgeois, you will smilt 
contentedly because again you have read a 
denouncement of Communists. But, beware! 
Better, far better, to sell an ardent soul for 
material gain than to smugly smile it away. 
Better ruthlessly to grab for material gain 
than repeat in parrot fashion praise of the 
idolatry that has commenced to starve and 
crush your neighbours. Better to do any­
thing than contentedly plod along, grousing 
at the Government and the weather and 
paying lip service to Production, to the 
Machine. Not that it will help to go back 
to the horse, it won't. The Machine, mere 
conglomeration of steel and brass, is as 
harmless as the lumps of wood or stone they 
once called Baal. And the same advice holds 
good for us-" Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God and Him only shalt thou serve, 
and thou shalt love thy neighbours as thy­
self." Of course, that advice doesn't show 
how to right the whole system of human 
relations in a few simple steps; it doesn't 
even attempt to demonstrate in a short 
paragraph exactly how it is going to work, 
and it accepts the services in the Recon­
struction of only those who are foolhardy 
and adventurous enough to risk their all, 
their capital and their life itself, nor does 
it promise material gain. No! as a policy 
it's not worth troubling about; not worth 
the effort to study it as formulated and 
demonstrated by the heroic leader. If that 
· is your opinion of it, say so! If it isn't, 
say so! No don't bother; just go on, a 
Silly Bourgeois, mumbling your capitalistic 
patter, contentedly grousing, or stupidly 
erousing, but useless, obstructively helpless! 
!. McC. S . 
Page Tu:en: y-t;,:o GAL~1AHRA Second Term, 1932 
Aeonia 
I T has often been said that rhc poet li\·cs 
in a world of hi s O\\n, apart from that 
of ordinary human li fe. That is why su 
many people ha\e no time for poetry and 
feel that it has no meaning for them. But 
is it not more true to say that the poct­
spirit alone is powerful to percei\·e the true 
beauties of this ordinan· \\'orld, to thrill to 
that fine touch of natu;e which, as it wer<: . 
sets the tongue afire to speak? So did Word s­
worth feel. I-le says: 
" Wisdom and Spirit of the Uni\·erse' 
not in vain 
By day or starlight , thus from my first 
dawn. 
Of childhood didst thl)u intertwine for 
me 
The passions that build up our human 
soul; 
Not with the mean and \·u lgar works of 
man, 
But with high objects, with enduring 
things-
With life and nature." 
It is just this speech with life and nature 
that gives to poetry its immortal appeal. 
Who has not looked on such a scene as 
Browning beheld , when he said, 
" Rot.:nd the cape of a sudden came 
the sea, 
And the sun looked o\·er the mou 11­
tai n's rim. " 
Here is nothing beyond the range of 
human experience. But Browning's clear 
perception brings into vivid relief the very 
phases of nature that poets of all ages and 
lands have thrilled to see, that ordinary men 
in seeing for themselves. cannot record. 
The intimacy with natural phenomena 
which Homer felt , is expressed by him with 
a certain majestic simplicity. In him we can 
feel the eternal contact which ages cannot 
break, the affection between man and 
nature. 
"We cling to nature as to a garment. 
and the wearer of the garment is God." 
One of the most delightful and strongest 
passages is his description of a storm that 
beset the boats of Ulysses, from the ninth 
book of the Odyssey. 
And he, e'en Zeus, who forms the 
clouds, did send 
:\ northern gale to blow against our 
ships, 
While awful tempest raged ; and with 
his clouds 
Did throw a \'eil o'er all the land and 
sea . 
Then clown from heaven dark night 
sped amain. 
Now were the ships driven onward to 
their doom, 
Their sails the whistling winds in shreds 
did split; 
But we, in fear of evil, bore them down 
And set them in the ship. And all the 
while 
To mainland . ro\\·ing might and main, 
we dre\\'. 
:\nd there t\\O days together and two 
nights 
\Ve lay, through toil and woes our 
spirit gone. 
Archilochus, too, felt the throb of the 
storm wind. 
Ah , Glaucus, look how now the deep 
is tossed. 
All round the heights of Gyres rears a 
cloud 
To tell of storm. Strange fear doth 
~-mite my heart. 
But not only is it the wild, the stormy 
that appealed to these bards. They felt 
alike the hush of the woods and hills, the 
joy in bird and beast. Aleman looked into 
the still night, and felt the calm. 
All sleepinp: lie the mountain peaks, 
sleeping the mountain clefts, 
The headland and the rift. 
Sleeping the tribes of creeping things, 
dark earth nurtureth, 
The wild hill beasts, the bees. 
Asleep, too, lie the monstrous things 
deep down in the gleaming sea, 
·And tribes of long-winged birds 
All slumberous lie. 
Second /'erm, J'.)32 GALMAHRA Page Twenty-three 
Unemployment 
THE years 1930 and 1931 have seen a 
sudden aggravation of this disease of 
the Body Economic. Our leading economic 
practitioners have presented their diagnoses, 
and each has patented some specific, but 
up to the present, no adequate method of 
combating the evil has been put into prac­
tice. The problem is an international one, 
and there is no international apparatus 
strong enough to deal with it. 
One of the Study Circles of_ the Student 
Christian Movement has been studying the 
problem during most of first and second 
terms, and the results of its investigations 
are here set forth. Unemployment in Aus­
tralia is naturally the basis of study; but 
the influence on Australia of international 
factors was not forgotten. Some apology is 
perhaps necessary for the academic nature 
of the inquiries; the causes of unemploy­
ment, rather than the human problem of 
the unemployed, have engaged our atten­
tion. Further, we have not arrived at any 
solution-we have merely tried to gain some 
understanding of the problem. But for what 
it is worth, we present a summary of our 
investigations. 
For the last eighteen months, vaguely 
huge figures have been cabled to Australia, 
purporting to represent the unemployment 
of various countries. All were estimates, and 
varied enormously with the authority. 
U.S.A. was declared to have five million 
unemployed one day: the next day another 
statement gave the figures as ten million. 
The one thing that really shows out clearly 
is that all countries, old and new, manufac­
turing and agricultural, creditor and "debtor. 
are faced with the same problem. A further 
significant . fact is brought out by some 
figures recently published by the Queensland 
Bureau of Economics and Statistics. These 
figures have been prepared with the greatest 
care, and a comparison of them with the 
figures obtained by the slipshod method 
usually employed is most startling. Under 
actually the lowest in Australia. New South 
Wales had an average for the year of 41.8 
per cent. and the average for Australia was 
37.8 per cent. These figures give the per­
centage of workers fully unemployed 
throughout 1931. What is worse, at the be­
ginning of 193 l, the percentage was below 
tho figure given ; at the end of the year, it 
was higher. This steady growth in uneJ!l­
ployment has been maintained during 1932. 
The comfortable theory formerly held by 
those who were not in want was that un­
employment is due to laziness. The investi­
gator of to-day scarcely bothers to take 
this factor into account, so negligible is it. 
Certainly, there is no space to discuss it in 
an article of this size. There are three 
main types of unemployment-seasonal , 
technological and cyclical. 
Seasonal unemployment occurs within 
each year and is far more wide spread than 
people imagine. In Australia, for example 
the shearing season and the harvest ~eason 
for crops, particularly wheat, make these 
two main industries definitely seasonal. Jn 
Queensland the sugar industry, and in 
Tasmania fruit-growing are outstanding 
examples of similar unavoidable concentra­
tion of work in one particular season of the 
1·ear. The seasonal nature of these industries 
makes the secondary industries which de­
pend on them also seasonal, e.g. fruit can­
ning, sugar manufacture. The usual method 
of combating this is to give extremely high 
wages during the short period of employ­
ment, but this is a crude and very unsatis­
factory method of dealing with the problem. 
1-1 enry Ford suggests that those in con­
trol of seasonal industries endeavour to fos­
ter other seasonal industries which would 
be complementary. He himself is trying to 
induce his workmen to take up agriculture 
during the slack period of automobile manu­
facture-for the demand for motor cars, 
strange to say, is seasonal. 
the system usually employed, the average Technological unemployment arises from 
unemployment in Queensland for 1931 was the displacement of men by machinery. 
given as 16.27 per cent. The corrected figure When machinery was first introduced into 
is 30. 1 per cent. This figure, huge as it is, is industry on a large scale, a great many men 
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were forced out of employment. Gradually 
however, the expansion of production which 
machinery brought about, created new 
wants, and a higher standard of Jiving, and 
the Jabour displaced by the machines was 
re-absorbed through the activity of those 
machines. Unfortunately, this state of 
affairs no longer persists. The main cause of 
the increase in the demand for goods was 
the opening up of hitherto unexploited 
markets. This cause is now largely inopera­
tive, for there are no new markets readily 
accessible. Of course, the invention of 
labour-saving devices has continued, despite 
this failure to find new markets, and the 
inevitable result has been that, as industry 
stops expanding, the aj:Jsorption of those dis­
placed by Jabour-saving devices also stops. 
From this dilemma it is difficult to see any 
escape. Some maintain that higher wages, 
resulting in more consuming power, is a way 
out. Into the intricacies of this theory how­
ever, we cannot here venture. 
Technological unemployment is now a 
normal feature of industry. Seasonal un­
employment is also a normal feature, the 
effects of which take place within each year. 
Cyclical unemployment, however comes at 
intervals only, though as if to make up for 
that. it is very severe when it does come. 
The influences which contrive to bring about 
the cycle are numerous and very complex. 
They are here set forth as clearly as possible. 
First however, a rough chart of the course 
of a cycle must be made. Roughly speak­
ing, the cycle consists of a period of ascend­
ing price levels growing into a boom, 
followed, after some jar to the system such 
as a great bank smash, by a period of fall­
ing prices ending in stagnation. As prices 
rise, production is stimulated and employ­
ment is easy to get. As they fall, produc­
tion is discouraged, and employment is all 
too easily lost. 
Fundamentally, the cause of all this is 
psychological. The first phase of rising 
prices begins at the point where prices stop­
ped falling in the previous cycle-a point 
reached when people have been forced to be­
gin buying again, to replace worn out goods. 
This increased buying naturally begins 
in those industries which supply necessities, 
but the movement spreads quickly. The 
industries which receive the first benefit 
themselves create a demand for the material 
they need in production, and thus the re­
vival spreads throughout industry. Once 
begun, the movement is carried on as much 
by the renewal of confidence, as anything. 
At any rate, the demand for goods steadily 
increases, prices steadily rise, and more and 
more people are absorbed into business. A 
factor which makes this rise in prices par­
ticularly profitable, is that at the beginning 
of the rise, fixed money claims such as wagt 
rates, interest and rent have been forced 
down to a low level. Although they begin 
to rise with prices, they are by their very 
nature more stable than prices, i.e., more 
difficult to increase or decrease. Thus, a big 
proportion of the costs of industry increase 
at a slower rate than the receipts, and 
naturally this lag stimulates busines~. 
The cycle has now reached a stage when 
everything conspires to make the pace faster. 
Confidence is rapidly approaching exuber­
ance, and there is evident in the policy of 
Governments, banks, and business men, 
even of nations, an optimism which looks 
only to the present good conditions. Govern­
ments undertake the construction of great 
public works, or ambitious and costly social 
legislation. In the case of Australia, this 
· was largely financed on money borrowed at 
high rates of interest. Banks also share in the 
enthusiasm, making free with their advances 
and making a handsome profit on them at 
the prevailing high rates of interest. Busi­
ness men, finally, each one over-estimating 
his share of this demand which always seems 
to be increasing, steadily increase their pro­
duction. Thus the typical boom condition is 
reached when money is plentiful, confidence 
high, and the demand for goods increasing 
rapidly and taking the price level with it. 
Sooner or later the crash comes. Some 
industry or other which has become over­
stocked, finds that there is not a sufficient 
market for its goods, and with the supply of 
goods exceeding the demand, the price natur­
ally falls. The accumulation of world wheat 
stocks leading to the big fall in prices which 
took place in 1930 and I93 I is an instance 
of this. When this happens, there is an im­
mediate diminution of confidence. Also, of 
course, the lessened wealth of the industry 
affected means that those engaged in it re­
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duce their demand for the products of other 
industries, e.g., farm machinery in the case 
of wheat. Thus the effect of the initial blow 
spreads through the whole economic system. 
This overproduction of goods is not the 
only reason advanced by economists for this 
fall in prices and loss of confidence. It is 
suggested by one school of economists, of 
whom ]. A. Hobson is the chief, that during 
the boom years, too much of the product of 
industry goes into profits, and too little into 
wages. Thus the consuming power of the 
community is diminished, for whereas wages 
would practically all be spent in buying 
goods for consumption, a considerable pro­
portion of profits is invested, i.e., used to 
build more plant and machinery. Thus the 
power of consuming goods is lessened, the 
power of producing them increased. The 
operation of these factors, then, brings about 
the turn from confidence to fear, from a 
ri~ing to a falling price level. 
We may now pause for a moment to 
review our position. In the exposition of 
the business cycle, the change from a fall­
ing to a rising price level was set out with 
some care. The rise in prices which took 
place under the operations of Governments, 
banks, and business men was then easily 
traced. Next came careful consideration of 
the change from rising to falling prices, 
from the first to the second phase of the 
cycle, and this done the reason for the 
rapidity of the decline is easy to follow. 
Let us deal with international factors 
first. The most immediate and most striking 
consequence of the lack of confidence which 
follows the turn from rising to falling prices 
is the slowing down of international invest­
ment. This was seen very clearly in 1930 
and 1931, when the flow of loan money to 
Australia and other primary producing 
countries ceased abruptly. Naturally, this 
sudden diminution of income forced the 
Governments and industries concerned to 
restrict their activities. The Bureau of 
Economics and Statistics estimate that 
11,000 men have been thrown out of em­
ployment in Queensland through the cessa­
tion of loan money formerly expended on 
public works. The main other international 
factor is tariffs. In 1929 Mr. Scullin put a 
practically prohibitive tariff on a great 
many imports. This was designed to reduce 
the amount which Australia had to pay 
away to foreign countries. Of course, this 
reduction in imports was a blow to importers 
which reacted on employment. Furthermore, 
Australia was not the only country to adopt 
this method of preserving solvency. Every­
where, tariffs went higher, and the exports 
of all countries, including Australia, wer~ 
reduced. These two factors are at once the 
most important and the least controllable 
of the causes of failing business and a de­
clining price level. 
Their effect upon Government policy has 
already been shown. Indirectly, they have 
an effect upon banking policy. In Australia, 
for example, the revenue lost by Govern­
ments through the cessation of loans has 
been obtained by calling upon the resources 
of the banks. Thus the banks are less able to 
assist private industry. In addition to this, 
however, banks always restrict credit during 
a period of falling prices, fearing to tie up 
too much of their money in enterprises 
which will not yield a return. The desire to 
stimulate business prompts the banks to 
lend; the desire to maintain their own 
stability prompts them to be chary of their 
loans. Whether the banks have done enough 
to bolster up industrie~ is a much disputed 
matter, too complex to discuss here. There 
are signs, however, that the caution of bor­
rowers has come to be no less important 
than that of bankers in the slowing down 
·of loans to industry. 
We have now discussed the effect upon 
the price level of the actions taken by 
nations, by Governments within a country, 
and bv banks. It remains to discuss the 
effects, of various factors operating within 
industry itself. These can be summed up 
under the description of "the rigidity of 
fixed money claims." We saw that when 
the price level was rising, rents, interest and 
wages rose also, but more slowly. In the 
same way, when prices are falling they are 
gradually driven down, but always there 
is resistance, and always they fall more 
slowly than prices. As a result, the business 
man finds his receipts diminishing at a much 
greater rate than his costs. In Australia, by 
means of Moratorium Acts, debt conversion 
and the lowering of award rates, rent, in­
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terest and wages have gradually been forced 
down. They have now reached a point where 
any further reduction is extremely difficult, 
and very undesirable. A rise in prices is be­
coming imperative. This will take place, as 
shown before, when people are forced by 
the wearing out of their old goods, to begin 
buying, again. Unfortunately, there is no 
sign of this as yet. Prices, which all hoped 
would begin to rise with the new year, have 
continued to fall heavily, and. of course. 
there has been a concurrent increase of 
unemployment. 
We have now attempted to explain the 
three main causes of unemployment­
seasonai', technological and cyclical. The 
unfortunate reader will recollect the warn­
ing that cyclical unemployment is a very 
complex and difficult thing to explain. How­
ever, if exhaustion has not supervened, he 
will doubtless be interested in the methods 
used, and advocated, as a check on unem­
ployment. 
The best known of these, Unemployment 
Insurance, mitigates rather than checks un­
employment. In 1919 Great Britain was the 
only country possessing an insurance scheme 
of any consequence. To-day a compulsory 
system of unemployment insurance is in 
force in ten countries, the chief of which are 
England, Germany and Italy, while a 
further eight countries, France being the 
main one, have voluntary systems. Queens­
land is one of the ten countries with a com­
pulsory system. An unemployment funcl has 
been created from regular contributions by 
employee, employer, and State in equal pro­
portions, all employees, male or female, 
who are over eighteen and under an award. 
being included in the scheme. The insured 
worker who loses his employment is entitled 
to fifteen weeks' pay at half rates from the 
fund. No one is entitled to benefits who has 
not contributed to the fund for' at least six 
months. Further, the amendment of 1930 
debarred from sustenance those whose in­
come during the preceding twelve months 
had exceeded £220. The scheme has justly 
been called a palliative only. Unemploy­
ment insurance has nowhere succeeded in 
doing away with or even seriously diminish­
ing the evil it is intended to combat. On the 
other hand, it is nowhere fully applied, and 
is of very recent development. Moreover, 
e\'en a partial check to unemployment is 
something to be thankful for. 
Measures for the prevention, rather than 
the cure of unemployment have been sug­
gested, but not, as yet, put into practice. 
The remedies put forward for seasonal and 
technological unemployment have already 
been briefly mentioned. Those advocated 
by Australian economists for the smoothing 
out of the business cycle are summed up 
under the term the " Long Range Policy." 
They are as follows: 
(I) Government expenditure on public 
works to be laid out in a ten-year plan, 
expenditure to be light in boom times, at 
a maximum in time of depression. 
(2) The establishment of a Central Bank 
to control credit in a more enlightened man­
ner-to restrict advances in boom times, 
and to make them more freely in time of 
depression. 
(3) The education of business men to 
an appreciation of the business cycle, and 
the provision of more adequate statistical 
investigation of business conditions. 
So far as Australia goes, this is as much 
as can be done. The influence of the rest of 
the world obviously cannot be regulated by 
Australia, e.g., the price of wool and wheat 
in the world's markets, the' tariffs of other 
countries, and so on. This is another way of 
saying that the problem of unemployment 
can only be effectively attacked by inter­
national action. Australia could do a good 
deal to smooth out depressions, but only 
concerted international action could do 1t 
properly. We have reduced the costs of in­
dustry as much as we can. For the rise in 
price levels which is essentiaf if we are not 
to be ruined, we are dependent on world 
action. The conference at Ottawa represents 
one attempt to bring about a rise of prices. 
The world economic conference which is to 
meet shortly represents another. In concerted 
international action of this sort lies our 
main hope of salvation. 
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On Writing an Article 
HA\'ING just met the despairing editor 
of " Galmahra " on the campus, I sat 
down in the Library, to write something. 
Yes, my pen was full, and the foolscap for 
my next essay would do quite well as a 
medium for my thought. The only thing 
that seemed lacking was a subject, so I 
looked round for inspiration. The first thing 
that penetrated my consciousness was the 
parting, straight and purposeful, of the man 
in front of me. "Partings 1 have known"-­
what an article I could make of it; straight 
partings, crooked ones, side or centre, how 
to part your hair on a windy day without 
a comb-the possibilities seemed infinite. 
But, on writing down the title, it occurred 
to me that it had too racy a tone. In the 
sporting columns of a fashionable monthly 
it might hold its own, flanked by "Cattle­
dogs of the Nineties," and tips for the Mel­
bourne Cup, but in the sober pages of our 
dignified and literary magazine it would 
look just a little facetious. I reduced it to 
" Partings": but then it sounded like poems 
of unrequited love, with the sub-title "Heart 
Foam," and published at the author's ex­
pense. With a sigh, I relinquished the 
subject, and tried again. 
Once more I gazed longingly around, and 
this time my eye encountered-with no 
damage, fortunately to either-a large cloud 
just outside the window. I have often won­
dered why clouds do hang about the sky 
in that peculiarly aimless fashion, when the 
sun is visibly sneering at them, but now I 
kr.ow-it is to provide inspiration for 
" Galmahra " contributors. However, that is 
by the way. I decided to write about clouds. 
The subject seemed to strike a responsive 
chord in my memory, and a great truth 
flashed upon me. Once I had written an 
essay at school on "Clouds "-certainly I 
was in the Lower Third then, but every 
little helps. As far as I could recall, the 
opening sentence ran thus-" A cloud is a 
large body of water held together by 
particles of dust, which floats in the sky, 
and brings fresh life to the thirsting flowers" 
-a masterly effort in concentration, but, 
I feared, hardly palatable to our intellectual 
Editor. So I went and looked them up in 
the Encyclopaedia Britainnica, where I dis­
covered that " a cloud is a mass of con­
densed vapour, either liquid or solid; also 
that in Anglo-Saxon it meant "a lump of 
rock "-what possibilities opened up before 
my enraptured mind, of gaining an un­
perishable reputation as a cloudy etymolo­
gist, or, if your prefer it, a cloudy reputa­
tion as an unperishable etymologist-when 
all my hopes were dashed to the ground. 
The fatal letters grouped themselves before 
my eyes, and danced with suppressed 
emotion as I read-" this rules out fogs and 
creeping mists from any classification." Fogs 
1 could bear to lose, deeply as I love them 
(how easy it is to stay in bed till half-past 
eight on a foggy morning); but creeping 
mi~ts-those were the first words on my 
childish lips; the stern whisper of" no more 
creeping mists" was enough to quell any 
youthful indiscretion on my part; while 
the happiest birthday I can remember was 
my tenth, when a dozen cousins, and aunts, 
and u n c 1 e s (collectively) gave me 
(separately) a creeping mist, complete with 
dog-callar and lead! No, 1 couldn't forego 
my creeping mists. 
On second thoughts-and here I really 
consider that I showed the rare gold of 
genius-I would write a poem about clouds, 
and bring in creeping mists at my pleasure. 
Ah, you will loftily remark, they are ruled 
out from any classification. Ah-ha, my love, 
quoth Rudolf (meaning me), I shall bring 
them in as poetic licence! It all goes to 
show how truly great a brain can become 
if given sufficient exercise. 
Immediately the first line sprung into my 
head-" 1 bring fresh showers for the thirst­
ing flowers "-and I patted mystelf on the 
back-what a line! At that unlucky 
moment, alas, my best friend (what power 
they have to hurt us, these best friends!) 
looked over my shoulder and whispered 
(By the way, if you don't believe he did 
whisper, go into the Library, and talk very 
loudly, and see what happens!), "Oh, so 
you're studying Shelley." The blow was too 
great for me. I could not go on with the 
poem-would I not be greeted in the literary 
circles of the 'Varsity as a plagiarist? To 
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enter the vestibule, and hear the murmur 
going round the throng, " Here comes 
" Sparrowhawk," the well known plagiarist. 
Would you like an introduction?" No, I 
would not court such cheap notoriety. Better 
unsullied honour than easy fame! So I 
screwed on the top of my fountain pen and 
slunk out, avoiding the eye of the Editor 
of " Galmahra" (who, by a curious coinci­
dence, was writing with the pen of the aunt 
of the gardener). 
P.S.-Yes, you have guessed my guilty 
secret-I have been reading A. A. Milne! 
"Sparrow Hawk." 
Student Benefactions 
ONCE more " Galmahra " presents this 
committee an opportunity for display­
ing its wares to readers, and especially to 
those definitely interested as benefactors or 
intending benefactors. 
A comparison of the totals in all funds 
on the Degree Day of successive years since 
the inauguration of the scheme reveals a 
remarkably even growth, which in graph 
form would be expressed practically by a 
straight line. This is precisely as anticipated 
when the scheme was launched, the only 
difference being that the grade, in practice, 
was steeper, so that the £1000 mark was 
hit in 1932 instead of 1935, in other words, 
the yearly average increase has been £143 
instead of £I 00 as anticipated. 
Another gratifying feature is that the 
growth of the fund has been most con­
sistent. As one would expect, the first year 
was outstanding but, what one would not 
expect in a time of depression, is that last 
year comes next and is £30 above the 
average. 
The following comparison of totals in the 
various funds may prove of interest as 
showing the progress made from Degree 
Day I931 to Degree Day 1932. It will be 
noted that another fund has made its ap­
pearance since 193 I called the Evening and 
External Students' General Fund-in short. 
Evexs, a happy phrase coined by the 
chairman. 
1931 1932 
Library ... £259 5 4 £280 3 9 
Arts 92 2 3 125 10 10 
Science 41 2 0 54 2 5 
Engineering 58 18 6 79 I I 
Law 13 16 4 16 14 11 
Commerce 2 7 0 4 15 0 
Agriculture JO 18 6 19 13 6 
Union I 12 8 I I 137 14 8 
Sports 44 9 I I 54 19 5 
Evexs I I 17 I 
Specified Gifts 193 12 10 206 I 4 
Unspecified 12 3 0 
Total £829 7 £1002 17 0 
It will be seen from these figures that the 
amount in the Arts Capital Fund during 
the year passed the £ IOO mark, so that now 
annually a sum of £4 representing interest 
on this amount is available for spending on 
books or whatever else is required. It is 
expected that by next Degree Day the 
Engineering will have reached the hundred 
mark, so that that Faculty will enjoy the 
income therefrom instead of it being 
credited to the capital, as at present. The 
Union funds, Sports and Evexs, are all 
general funds, not capital funds, that j3 they 
may be used at the discretion of the Senate 
as it thinks fit. 
Since Degree Day, the onward movement 
has been well maintained, so that now the 
totals in all funds are £1022. 
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In addition to pecuniary gifts, the Com­
mittee is pleased to acknowledge receipt of 
a set of Pugh's Almanacs, an indispensable 
adjunct to research work into Queensland 
History. The set is complete from the be­
ginning up to 1896 and has added interest 
owing to the presence in the earlier volumes 
of the autograph of the founder of the 
Almanac himself. The estimated value of 
gifts in kind now stands at £468. 
In the item marked "Unspecified" in the 
above figures is included the gift of £9 from 
the Archbishop. This now has been added 
to the income from the Arts Capital Fund, 
and this the Faculty of Arts has decided to 
use for the purchase of a facsimile of the 
" Exeter Book," one of the monuments of 
old English literature and a suitable work 
for marking the first purchase from the 
Arts Fund and from the Archbishop's 
significan~ gift. 
The interest from the Library capital is 
placed at the disposal of the various 
Faculties in turn. So far the Faculties of 
Arts, Science and Engineering have bene­
fited, though Science has not used the money 
and Engineering has just recently submitted 
to the Senate a list of suggested books to 
absorb its quota. 
The committee this year has made an 
excellent start; two meetings have been 
held, both well attended. Dr. Robinson has 
been re-elected chairman, whilst Les. T. 
Vickery was co-opted for the position of 
secretary. 
We would reiterate the information con­
veyed in last issue, that we do not wish to 
suggest that students, graduates or others 
must feel they ought to contribute, but it 
is our wish that all should know something 
of this worthy cause and so may feel the 
challenge to "Pass the Torch Eternal!" 
De Curriculo-An Indictment 
THERE has recently been imposed upon 
certain students of this University a task 
the anomalous nature and unequal incidence 
of which has produced a certain .amount of 
adverse criticism from those students. While 
it is admitted that their ·immaturity pre­
cludes the possibility of their giving any 
balanced judgment in the matter-young 
men being notoriously the slaves of passion 
and prejudice - and while their lack of 
training in the technical science of educa­
tion vitiates the value of any opinion which 
they may form in connection with it, it is 
yet worthy of note that their opinion is 
so much at one as a1l least to deserve com­
ment, in the event of any examination of 
its grounds being refused. 
The desire for abstract justice moves but 
few men, but a hatred of personal injustice 
and an intolerance of special privileges · has 
lain at the root of every social upheaval 
since man first began to consider himself 
as man, the subject of rights as well as the 
vehicle of duties. It is injustice of this 
nature, if of a lesser degree, to which we 
wish to draw attention. 
It will be conceded. we think, even by 
those myopic critics who object to a man's 
judgment that his temporal age militates 
against its validity, even if his alleged in­
experience does not obviate its possibility, 
that the primary object of an arts school 
within a University is to impart a liberal 
education. Whether any particular section 
of any particular curriculum furthers this 
end will be the first question at issue, when 
that curriculum is brought forward for con­
sideration. Granting that it does, we must 
then ask whether the amount of labour 
devoted to that section is by any means 
proportionate to the benefit to be derived 
from it. This is where the gentlemen 
responsible for its inclusion are-academi­
cally speaking-on their most certain 
ground, " For," they ask, " how can these 
young and inexperienced students pos­
sibly judge of such a question?" Such a 
reply is a mere petitio principii. Its posi­
tion is that of the God-inspired law-giver: 
and law-givers these gentlemen most cer­
tainly are, for, from the point of view of 
regulations, the student has no argument 
beyond an unexercisable appeal to the 
Senate; and though Law is the voice of 
Justice, there are occasions on which Law 
and Justice are diametrically opposed to 
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one another. It is not to the letter of the 
Jaw that our appeal is made, but to equity, 
the spirit which vitalises and animates the 
dry bones of legal precept. 
In the sphere of Political Science, we 
have been told, there has long been felt the 
need for some instruction in the practical 
application and observation of principle. 
While this may be a real need, there are 
several points in connection with the steps 
taken to meet it to which we would like to 
draw attention. 
In furtherance of the satisfaction of that 
need there has been imposed indiscriminately 
upon all day and evening students of the 
subject a certain amount of legislative re­
search. The task, in short, consists in each 
case of the compilation of a series of tables 
illustrative of deputation of Judicial, 
Administrative, or Legislative authority 
over four periods of specified years. 
This is the imposition. Here are the 
grounds of our plea of injustice. In the 
first place the task does not in any way 
affect external students of Political Science. 
In the second place, the task has no bear­
ing upon the examinations held, save that 
it is essential that it be done before a pass 
can be secured in Political Science-an 
analogue to the laboratory work in Science 
subjects. 
In the third place, the amount of work 
in connection with the task-and this in 
spite of Professorial contradiction-is en­
tirely disproportionate to the amount of 
benefit to be derived from it. The justifica­
tion of this statement would be long, but 
inevitable; and, in the event of quibble, 
we are prepared to develop our argument 
in this connection to any length thought 
necessary; the point is in no way susceptible 
of proof, but it is worthy of note that the 
important point for Political theory is not 
the particular specimen of authority dele­
gated, but rather the fact that authority 
is delegated at all. Having grasped this 
point the Political theorist can make use 
of it in the exposition of any particular 
thesis. 
In the fourth place, it is admitted that 
the work is required rather for purposes 
of University research, than in the hope 
that the student will derive material benefit 
from its execution. 
In the fifth place, it is genuinely doubtful 
whether the work is in any way necessary 
to a better grasp of the science of Politics, 
for the work under consideration consists 
of a mere compilation of facts from which 
no reference is, or can be, drawn by the 
student. 
Enough has been said, we think, to sup­
port our plea that the particular task in 
question is an intolerable imposition, inter­
fering, as it undoubtedly does, with the 
student's work to such an extent as com­
pletely to .upset his time-table of studies. 
Its injustice must be further apparent 
from its unequal incidence, a fact which 
makes it unjust to all students alike, for, 
if the work is necessary, external students 
are being neglected and unworthily used; 
if it is unnecessary, day and evening 
students are being imposed upon. 
Beloved, I looked out last night, 
And saw the silver moon 
Enveloping with her pure light 
The earth below. A tune 
The wind was crooning to the sky 
Was wafted in to me; 
The fleecy clouds that floated by 
Sing it eternally. 
LAST NIGHT. 
The moon was bright, the clouds sailed o'er. 
The wind was whispering low. 
I was alone-as oft before­
A h, would it were not so I 
Had you been there the moon to see, 
Shedding her silver light-
But only a phantom was with me, 
And the loneliness of night. 
M. de Visme Gipps. 
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Just a Suggestion 
THERE has been so much talk about Communism and Fascism of late, and 
new methods of Government instead of old, 
that a group of us are beginning to feel 
that it is time for the University to come 
into line. Democracy is Not Enough-that 
is our watchword, which we will have 
stamped on neat little badges as soon as 
our numbers are large enough to justify 
the expense. Our aim is to attain to a 
glorious blend of all theories, by which we 
may show the world that the vapourising of 
even the most abstruse thinkers can, by 
the untiring efforts of a few enthusiasts, be 
commingled and put into practice. Our 
plan for this fusion being as yet in its in­
fancy, we want the help of other visionaries. 
This is our object in publishing thus early 
the rough and incomplete outlines of our 
gigantic task. 
There are not wanting those conserva­
tives who protest that the University is all 
very well as it is, and that any reforms, 
which are sure to be unconsidered if not 
downright stupid, will destroy to no pur­
pose the work of centuries, breaking up one 
of the few traditions remaining as a rock 
amid the shifting currents of modern 
thought. This argument is as hoary as the 
tradition; the cadences of its periods are 
soothing to the ear as a well known melody, 
so restful is it, so easily recognised. The 
way of the reformen has ever been hard­
that is to us part of its charm. Was Galileo 
welcomed with open arms? No, they 
trampled him. Was Darwin applauded by 
his generation? As we are told, he was 
slandered with almost incredible bitterness. 
Tradition, in the face of these shining 
examples, has done little enough for civilisa­
tion; it has only served to cramp and bind 
all those who think new thoughts, to im­
pose more and more heavy restrictions upon 
social theorists. It is better scrapped; for 
even if a reformer can get no better results 
than the established order of things, at least 
he can do nor worse. As someone has re­
marked before, new ideas are blasphemy 
until their application is long forgotten: 
and then at last they come into their own, 
backed by all the authority of tradition. 
These remarks are not, as may be sup­
posed, a digression, they are merely some 
reasons for our desire to change the pre­
vailing organisation of the University. 
It is convenient to start with a blend of 
Communism and Fascism. Considered prac­
tically, the former is an oligarchy, the 
latter an autocracy, both ostensibly for the 
good of the People, who are represented as 
enlightened and willing slaves to the one 
idea, namely, their further enlightenment. 
A vicious circle is this practical working out 
of these ideas ; and the chief difficulty in 
them is that the unit is to be enlightened, 
willy-nilly, or else pay the penalty-death 
in Russia, castor oil in Italy. If we take 
the best elements of Communism and 
Fascism, and throw in the individuality 
required by democracy, the University 
should be that ideal State dreamed by so 
many, but never realised. In this matter 
Queensland, not Greece, is the destined 
leader of the world. 
At present we are a demccratic institu­
tion ; in fact, some are rash enough to state 
that ours is the nearest approach on record 
to true democracy. That may be, and in 
any case if it is so it is not enough. The 
fact is, we are tyrannised by one or tW'.) 
sub-committees, whose real weakness is in 
themselves. Were we truly democratic, we 
would not, for instance, have ignominously 
been forced to hold Commem. three weeks 
earlier than we wished, since the majority 
vote was overwhelmingly for the latter date. 
Things would be very different if we, had, 
instead of our law-abiding democracy, a 
fearsome blend of Fascism, Communism, 
and Democracy. One of the most attractive 
features of Communism is the possibility 
it offers of disposing of a leader who fails 
to please. This is certainly a feature of 
Communism we would adopt. It would en­
able us to call meeting after meeting; busi­
ness, to lynch the president; for as time 
went on and we got into the swing of the 
new system, we would not have to confine 
our lynching to those presidents who an­
noyed us in any way. We could lynch for 
sport. It is no exaggeration to state that 
there would be hundreds more who could 
say, at least for a short time, that they 
were presidents of the Union. 
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Moreover, instead of having our Upper 
House, our Senate, who deliberate in secret 
comfort, who are able to bully our represen­
tatives by sheer massiveness, we could all 
meet as equals, in equal discomfort. We 
all have a common aim- to bluff the non­
'varsity world into believing that we know 
something which in fact we do not know 
-and this should be enough to unite us. 
We should all be Communists, in that we 
work together for the common end above­
mentioned, and yet within this circle of 
Communism there would be plenty of scope 
for private brawls. We could not, of course, 
fight about being loyal or disloyal to our 
committees; but surely we have enough 
imagination to think out some other cause 
for a fight, or to rationalise our action 
when we have fought. If we cannot manage 
to fight now and then, our education has 
been in vain. What more could the sacred 
cause of Individualism want? 
Then, of course, there is the need for a 
leader-not a real leader, of course, who 
would take into his hands too much power 
and " discipline" us just as we were begin­
ning to enjoy ourse lves, and reduce us to 
order in the officious way so common among 
the members of that class, but just a figure­
head, full of years and dignity-in fact, 
exuding dignity- whom we could bully or 
blarney to our hearts content. We have one 
such to our hand, for who is more fitted 
for the task than Walter, that very embodi­
ment of dignity, the man whom nothing 
can move. The opportunity is unique! 
There will undoubtedly be many to 
criticise this paper, which is only as we 
would have it, for to perfect our plan we 
need criticism and new ideas to reinforce 
our own. However, let the criticism be con­
structive. Because the idea of mingling three 
distinct social theories and welding them 
into a workable scheme seems new and 
therefore harebrained, do not straightaway 
dismiss it as such; rather, consider carefully 
all its possibilities, look for new points of 
correlation, search out flaws in the existing 
arguments and, finally, if anyone is learned 
enough and ingenious enough to work in 
Marxism, Foggartism, Nihilism or any 
other ism, let him hasten to our circle. 
M.E.F. 
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"Ideal of Beauty" 
A QUEER thing, this ideal of beauty. 
Lucky, too, for us, that it is only an 
ideal, remote and unattainable, a vision 
whither we can look in those odd moments 
when we have nothing better to do. Some­
1imes it is but a good excuse for snc·,tching 
a few moments' rest, or for avoiding doing 
an uncongenial thing. In late afternoon 
we are sitting on the top of a hill; the 
stones are warm, the air is balmy and 
mild. The hustler of the party wants to 
go home, but the lazy one feigns-perhaps 
unconsciously-an aestheticism, and ex­
claims, "Oh, what a glorious sunset! Do 
let's stay to watch it!" So they sit, basking, 
not in the beauty that gave them their 
excuse for staying on the warm hill-top, but 
in creature comfort. This may even lead 
to their wanting to wait to see the moon 
rise, and so it goes on. Love of beauty 
is only a convenient rationalisation. 
People are not really in love with beauty 
- neatness, solidity, massive size, the 
unusual, satisfy them more completely. 
Beauty is well enough, but as a decoration 
to the main effect. It is quite a secondary 
consideration in architecture, for instance, 
and wherever there is a clash with utility, 
the latter wins. That is fair enough; most 
of us have not the money to be aesthetes, 
even if we so desired it; but the point 
is, why pretend to be aesthetes, and to 
worship beauty, when in fact we pursue 
something else? The so-called love of 
beauty may often be merely an attempt to 
gain the esteem of other people; as when 
a woman grows flowers in her front garden, 
while in her back garden is no garden at 
all, but an unsightly litter of tin, clothes 
props, and goats or dogs. I am not here 
referring to Brisbane. Her love of flowers 
may be sincere-then why not grow them 
in the back, too, where she can see them 
while she is working in the kitchen, where 
she spends most of her time? She very 
seldom has even cut flowers in the kitchen, 
while the drawing room, where she may 
spend only two or three hours in the day, 
is filled with them. In growing flowers, is 
she prompted by love of beauty or love 
of display? 
We read of poets who have "gazed on 
nature's naked loveliness"; and if we are 
apt to be impressed by high-sounding words, 
we may say "Ow!" or words to that effect, 
and try to look as if we knew what it all 
meant. The fact is, we don't. We may 
know that, as we pass, we like to see sun­
light slanting through the trees at dawn, or 
the long white arms of the mist lingering 
on the ridges of the hills, or to see the moon 
rise, red and menacing, through the smoke 
of a bush fire; but 1 submit that this is as 1 
far as we can go. "Nature's naked loveli­
ness" is a rhetorical myth; which is a hard 
thing to say, but true. And in any case, we 
would soon grow weary of ceaseless gazing 
on beauty; we would soon be surfeited, and 
gratefully turn to ugliness for a change. 
Then we can work off our bad temper by 
lamenting the fact that in this imperfect 
world is so much that is ugly and so little 
fair to see. In reality, this is the only 
thing that keeps us happy. Our poets and 
poetasters-especially the latter-would be 
at a dreadful loss for subject matter if the 
world were the perfectly, flawlessly lovely 
place for which they sigh. It would be 
like being cast on a desert island, with 
nothing to eat but pounds and pounds of 
chocolate and cream cakes. 
So, while we burble aesthetically, and in 
our soulful way long for an unattainable 
beauty, we never have the courage to ask 
ourselves whether we would really like to 
attain it, or whether we prefer to go on 
hoping. It always gives the intellectuals 
something to discuss-and they need it, who 
are debarred from such topics as the more 
common herd enjoy-and if this is the 
only thing it can accomplish, it has not 
been conceived in vain. But the point is, 
the phrase "ideal of beauty" cannot mean 
anything, because to exist, beauty must be 
perceived and felt; and if it is not recog­
nised, it is not beauty, which is a subjective 
thing with no objective reality. To some, 
a cloud is merely a white cotton-woolly 
blur, and nothing more; so for them it 
has no beauty whatever; to others, it is 
all beauty in little-Or so they say. Now 
the essence of an ideal is that it should 
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not be perceived; the moment it is perceived 
it ceases to be an ideal. There is, therefore, 
a definite contradiction between beauty and 
ideal beauty, and, practically considered, 
the ideal must go to the wall. And there 
is so much cant about beauty and the 
hideous world we live in, and so little real 
effort to alter it in any effective way, that 
we feel it is time to scrap beauty and go 
in for a definite campaign for the reverse. 
There is a lot to be said for the grotesque­
a~ least, it is interesting, while beauty, like 
virtue, is apt to bore. 
M.E.F. 
V estihularia 
Pat Thomas is married to Duncan 
Stephens. 
Alice Mills, who has been in Rabaul and 
New Guinea as a missionary, is staying in 
Brisbane. 
Recently in Brisbane, Alice Stockdale is 
teaching at St. Anne's. 
Sydney saw the marriage of Charlie 
McCarthy a little while ago. 
Gordon Sturtridge (doing Med. in Mel­
bourne) has been in Brisbane lately, play­
ing Rugby Union for Australia. We con­
gratulate him on his selection. 
Ferg. Wood and Hazel Fisher are in 
Brisbane-on vac.-fr9m Warwick. 
Dr. Sparks (here for a short time) has a 
daughter. 
California waved its handkerchief to 
Topsy and Arthur Bell a little while ago, 
and they're now in Australia. 
Gladys Seaward, in Bowen, is engaged. 
Bessie Graham and the Rev. Lanham 
were married recently; and George Jenkins 
is engaged to Miss Lanham. 
The women grads. entertained Miss 
Rivett, the head of some girls' school in 
Calcutta; and more lately were lectured on 
"Story-telling" (tut! tut!) by Miss 
Corner, O.B.E. 
Norton Stable has quite recovered from 
his illness and is sitting for the First 
Division of his Finals. We wish him the 
best of good luck! 
Muriel Just has been seen playing golf 
at Yeerongpilly quite a Jot lately-writes 
our Special Correspondent. 
We would welcome back Wallace Pratt, 
the Travelling Secretary of the S.C.M., who 
is in Brisbane at the moment. He is staying 
at Emmanuel. 
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Club Notes 
THE UNION. 
Student activities during the first two 
terms of 1932 have continued smoothly. The 
good fortune of the Musical Society in 
securing the help of Mr. Herold Kyng has 
resulted in its emergence from temporary 
eclipse, while the Wider Education Society, 
the Debating Society, the International 
Relations Club, and the Dramatic Society 
have carried out a steady programme of 
activities. The Debating Society has the 
care of the inter-'Varsity Debates, to be held 
in Brisbane, this year, and it is pleasing to 
note that all the Universities will be 
represented. 
The Commemoration Dinner and Dance 
was this year held in the City Hall , and 
the change was universally approved. A very 
disquieting feature however, which has been 
reflected all this year in the social life of 
the 'Varsity, was that of the comparatively 
low attendance. 
The Rhodes Scholar for 1932, Mr. L. ]. 
Hopkins, was farewelled at the Evening and 
External Students' Dance on June 25th. He 
sails for England about the middle of 
August to gather further honours. 
Early in second term, the publication 
of a students' weekly newspaper similar to 
those of the other Australian Universities 
was begun. " Semper Florea! " is the name 
of this latest production, and it is hoped 
that it will provide graduates, staff and 
undergraduates with a common medium of 
topical information about 'Varsity doings 
and ideas. External and Evening Students 
have shown a keen interest in the paper, 
and it is hoped that graduates will also 
come to find in it a means of keeping in 
touch with the 'Varsity. 
WOMEN'S CLUB. 
The Women's Club held its annual dance 
in the Main Hall on Saturday, May 14th. 
Large palms, with canopies of red and 
white streamers were used for the decora­
itons. The guests were received by the 
Patroness of the Club (Mrs. F. W. 
Robinson), the President (Miss Julius), 
and the Vice-President (Miss Munro). For 
the first time for several years there was no 
rain, and the dance was a great success, a 
large number attending. 
The next social function will be held on 
July 22nd in the Main Hall-a social even­
ing when members of the Club meet and 
entertain women connected w i t h the 
University, and those who take a prominent 
part in social work in Brisbane. 
DRAMATIC SOCIETY. 
On May 5th and May 12th One-Act 
Plays were produced in the Men's Common 
Room by the following members of the 
Society: Miss E. Rowett, Miss D. Jensen, 
Miss D. Julius, Miss M. Gipps, Miss G. 
Rt.id, and Mr. Herold Kyng. Both per­
formances were very successful!. Musical 
items were rendered by Miss Bell, Miss 
Jensen, and Mrs. Harding. 
This year the Society had intended to 
produce "London Wall" in a Brisbane 
theatre. Financial loss faced the Society 
if such a production were carried out. The 
committee, as a result of this position, have 
decided to cancel the performance. How­
ever, the Society is producing another set 
of One-Act Plays in the Men's Common 
Room towards the end of term. 
DEBATING SOCIETY. 
We are now drawing to the close of a 
somewhat full year for this Society, the 
climax of which we reach in Second Vac. 
with the inter-'Varsity Debates, of which 
more anon. 
The team entered in the Debating 
Societies' Union fixtures has taken part in 
four debates, its record being a win against 
the Institute of Chartered Accountants, a 
defeat at the hands of C.B.O.B.A. No. 3, a 
win on a forfeit from Y.M.C.A., and a de­
feat by W.E.A. No. 2, the last mentioned 
team being the winners of the competition 
last year. C.B.O.B.A. No. 3 is the strongest 
of the three A grade teams from that society. 
The next fixture concerning us is University 
v. Constitutional Club Debaters, the details 
of which are not yet finalised. 
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We carried out our usual policy of 
staging a Parliamentary Debate. This year it 
showed a slight improvement on previous 
years, Dr. T. P. Fry, the Leader of the 
Opposition, and Mr. D. McCawley, the 
Premier, doing much to carry on the spirit 
of the debate. The scene was the New South 
Wales Legislative Assembly: the bill was 
one for the abolition of the New Guard. 
The Government was defeated-and, strange 
to relate, that was the day of the fall of 
the Lang Government in New South Wales. 
We had one new feature this year-a 
Mock Trial, prepared for us by the Law 
Students, who provided all the participants 
except one. E. M. Bezzler v. Robin Widders 
was extremely successful, though more 
thorough rehearsals would have im­
proved it in cert a i n aspects. Still, 
the crowd was enthusiastic; in fact, one 
bright youth was disappointed to learn 
that no more than one such trial would 
be held each year. The Foreman of the 
Jury was our Law Professor, Dr. F. W. S. 
Cumbrae-Stewart, who graciously consented 
to act and helped on the proceedings. 
In a little more than three weeks from 
the date of writing the inter- 'Varsity 
debates begin. 
The draw is as follows:­
Wednesday, 17th August, Queensland v. 
Sydney: "That the Principle of Nationalism 
is an Evil in the Modern World." 
Thursday, 18th August, Melbourne v. 
Tasmania : "That Propaganda for the Over­
throw of the Present System should be 
Suppressed." 
Friday, 19th August, Adelaide v. Western 
Australia: "That the Less the State Inter­
feres with the Individual the Better." 
Monday, 22nd August: The winners of 
the first two debates meet. 
Tuesday, 23rd August: Final (the winner 
of the third debate having the bye in the 
second round). 
We may include in the programme, if 
time permits, a debate of the Combined 
Universities against a Debating Societies' 
Union team, as a benefit for the dependents 
of the late Mr. H. C. Moore, for many 
years President of that Union. 
Arrangements for the staging of the series 
are proceeding. The Queensland team has 
been selected, and our representatives will 
give a very good account of themselves, we 
feel sure. The team is: Mr. N. C. Tritton 
(leader), Mr. M. V. Fogarty, and Mr. E. ]. 
Smith, with Mr. R. jay as emergency. The 
debates will be held at the Teachers' Con­
ference Hall , in Elizabeth Street, to defray 
the expenses of which we are making a 
nominal charge of admission-6d. After the 
debate each night the teams will be enter­
tained to supper, while during the week­
end we are hoping to make a trip to South­
port, where we shall have the Dinner. 
The Committee has one problem left, 
which is troubling it somewhat. The visiting 
teams will comprise fifteen men and one 
woman, with a resu lt that there is still some 
doubt as to the arrangements which will be 
made for entertainment. 
As a final word, we would warn speakers 
that they will need to be careful in their 
statements in these debates, for included 
amongst the adjudicators are three judges 
of the Supreme Court, and we hope for 
one more. 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
CLUB. 
Since last issue of " Galmahra," we have 
held four public addresses on "Reparations" 
by Mr. ]. B. Brigden, followed by a dis­
cussion on the same topic, " International 
Rivalries in the Far East" by Dr. Chen, 
the Consul-General for China in Australia, 
" Germany" by Dr. T. P. Fry, and "The 
British Empire and the League of Nations" 
by Mr. P. M. Hamilton. 
This term a discussion group of students 
has been formed for the closer study of 
subjects of international importance. Sub­
jects dealt with so far are " British 
Imperial Preference" and "Tariffs," each 
member presenting a paper on a different 
division of the subject. The books and 
periodicals in the library have been of great 
use in this connection. 
It is proposed, we hope not too optimisti­
cally, to hold a half-day conference early 
next term to round off this year's activities. 
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Ottawa and Lausanne seem likely subjects 
for consideration. The ground has partly 
been covered by addresses and discussions 
held hitherto, but an ordered treatment by 
the conference method should enable us to 
synthesize ideas gathered in perhaps random 
fashion. 
W.E.S. 
The Wider Education Society continues 
to prove the most popular of the University 
Societies, for it is really the only one that 
caters for all sections of the Undergraduates. 
The aims of the W.E.S. are to interest 
students in subjects outside their ordinary 
curriculum, notably in the Arts and Sciences, 
and to further the development of culture 
thereby. So weekly lunch-hour lectures are 
delivered by prominent men from our own 
country or from overseas on divers topics 
of general interest. That the W.E.S. is not 
failing in its object is shown by the good 
attendance at these lectures-on several 
occasions there has been "Standing Room 
Only." 
Almost all the lectures for this year have 
been very interesting; two are particularly 
deserving of mention, viz., that given by 
Mr. Ivan Menzies, world-famous comedian 
of Gilbert and Sullivan, and that by F. W. 
Whitehouse, Ph. D., also world famous. For 
the latter the Geology Theatre was filled to 
overflowing, for the former the M.C.R. over­
flowed. However, W.E.S history will be 
made by the address of the Governor, 
Sir L. 0. Wilson, who will speak on 
Thursday, Zlst July, in the Main Hall. 
Membership of the W.E.S. Society 1s 
included in Membership of the Union, of 
which the W.E.S. is a constituent body; but 
the Committee would welcome the at­
tendance of Graduates and others at the 
weekly lectures. 
AUSTRALIAN STUDENT 
CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT. 
The activities of the S.C.M. have been 
carried on during this term. Study circles 
are held each Tuesday and an address is 
given each Friday. 
During this term a series of four 
addresses on "The Bible in the Light of 
Criticism" was given by Mr. Joughin. 
These lectures were thoroughly enjoyed by 
all who attended them. Mr. joughin has 
shown us that to read the Bible and ap­
preciate it fully we must consider the con­
ditions existing when the various books 
were written, and the enormous length of 
time between the writing of the first and 
last books of the Old Testament and the 
changes during that time. Having regard 
to these facts, we are sure that everyone 
who reads the Bible will enjoy it thoroughly. 
The first lecture of term was given by 
Rev. H. D. Campbell on "The Oxford 
Movement." Mr. Campbell, in the short 
time at his disposal, showed how the move­
ment originated and traced its growth up 
to the present day. 
At the end of first term a student service 
was held in St. john's Cathedral, and was 
attended by about fifty students. The 
lessons were read by two members of the 
S.C.M. 
July 3rd was the Day of Prayer for 
students in the Southern Hemisphere. In 
the afternoon a service was held in the 
Y.W.C.A. rooms. This service was lead by 
Dr. Robinson. Mr. Eric Morwood gave an 
account of the World Student Christian 
Federation, of which the A.S.C.M. forms 
part. Others taking part in the service were 
Canon Stephenson, Mr. Joughin, Mr. Gil­
lam, and Dean Barrett. This service was 
attended by about fifty undergrads. and 
grads. After the service tea was served in 
the Y.W.C.A. cafetaria, and then the even­
ing service in the Albert Street Methodist 
Church was attended. At this service also 
the lesson was rea~ by a student. 
A specimen of our enrolment forms may 
be seen in the notice board in the Main 
Hall. Copies of these forms can be obtained 
from any member of the committee. We 
wish to notify students that our activities 
are advertised in the Main Hall. Also that 
copies of the Australian I ntercollegian, the 
only inter-'Yarsity magazine, which is 
printed by the A.S.C.M. headquarters 
monthly, may be obtained from our litera­
ture secretary, Mr. Curlewis. 
When going to press we are expecting the 
travelling secretary, Mr. Wallace Pratt. 
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Students will remember Mr. Pratt, who 
was with us at the beginning of the year 
and who helped us so much with our year's 
work. 
EVENING AND EXTERNAL 
STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION. 
The President and members of the Even­
ing and External Students' Association 
entertained the Staff, members of the Union 
and other guests at their Annual Dance 
held in the Main Hall on the evening of 
June 25th. 
As well as a large number of Union 
members there were present an appreciable 
number of the Staff and representatives of 
the Women's and Men's Graduate Associa­
tions. An enjoyable evening was spent 
by all. 
At this function the President, on behalf 
of the Union, made a farewell presentation 
to Mr. L. G. Hopkins, the Rhodes Scholar 
for 1932. 
The decorations, the work of the lady 
members of the committee, brought forth 
laudatory comment from those present. 
The committee responsible for the 
arrangements comprised the President, Mr. 
H. F. McGrath, Misses Winsome Walker, 
Carmel Doneley, Ruth Felsman, Olive 
Strickland, Connie W i t ton, Mercedes 
Fredericks, Hazel Muirhead, Messrs. M. J. 
Bourke, A. Perkin, E. Smith, K. Roden, 
W. McAlpine, A. Jackson, A. R. Ethel, and 
F. T. Borchardt (Hon. Secretary). 
MUSICAL SOCIETY. 
The Society has held practices every 
Wednesday this term and has done some 
very successful work under the conductor­
ship of Mr. Herold Kyng. The folk-songs 
and madrigals retained their delightful 
freshness for the more senior members, 
while the progress made with the songs 
shows that their charm attracted our newer 
members no less. 
However, we felt that the progress made 
with the other songs justified our starting 
on something bigger; and so lately work 
has been done on "The Five Mystical 
Songs" by Vaughan Williams. This music 
has proved very popular, and it' is the aim 
of the Society to give a concert some time 
in third term with this as the major 
production. 
Remember, it is not too late in thei year 
to begin to attend practices with a view to 
taking part in the concert. Apart from this, 
it would be difficult to find a more profit­
able and enjoyable way of spending half an 
hour on Wednesday afternoon. 
E.U.Q.U. 
The E.U. continues steadily in its work, 
trying to witness for a living Christ at the 
University. Prayer meetings are held on 
every Tuesday and Thursday at 1 p.m. in 
the History Room. The Study-Circle is held 
on Monday at 1.25 p.m. During First Term, 
the leader at the Study-Circle was Mr. 
S. D. Fletcher, of the firm Morris, Fletcher, 
and Cross, Solicitors. He took as his course 
of study, "The Covenants of the Bible, and 
a Covenant-keeping God." 
The leader of our Study-Circle this term 
has been Mr. Brameld. The studies are ex­
tremely profitable, and all members of the 
University are invited to attend them. 
Two Public Lectures have been held 
during the course of the year. Our first 
speaker was Sister Hetherington, veteran 
Missionary to the Australian aborigines, 
accompanied by her adopted daughter 
Nellie, the well-known and gifted singer, 
who is a full-blooded Aborigine Princess. 
Miss Hetherington took as her subject, 
"Does the Gospel of Jesus Christ Work?" 
and related some of the triumphs of the 
Gospel in her own experience. Our other 
speaker was the Rev. A. Barnard, who 
spoke upon "The Great Necessity, or The 
Bread of Life." 
The Society also has taken an interest 
in the Crusader work which is being carried 
on in the Secondary Schools. 
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University Sport 
CRICKET CLUB. 
" There may you see the youth of slender 
frame, 
Contend with weakness, weariness and 
shame; 
Yet, urged along, and proudly lath to yield, 
He strives to vote for fellows of the field . 
Till long-contending nature droops at last, 
Declining health succumbs before the blast. 
His cheerful friend the coming danger sees, 
And mutual murmurs tell of little ease." 
So true to life is the poet in his description 
of the Annual General Meeting of the 
Cricket Club, that he leaves nothing more 
to be said, except that practice will com­
mence in the first week of third term, and 
that the election of officers resulted: Presi­
dent, 0. J. Bell; Hon. Secretary, B. R. 
Martin; Hon. Treasurer, R. N. Michod. 
UNIVERSITY HIKING CLUB. 
Far from tbe Madding Crowd's ignoble 
strife 
To hike .... 
With swag and billycan and knife 
To hike .... 
"Anon." 
The Hiking Club as usual spent a week 
of First Vacation in the mountains. It is 
indeed regrettable that such a manly and 
enjoyable sport should attract so few fol­
lowers. But when notoriety-hunting flap­
pers, trailing along in ridiculous garb be­
hind a rattling buggy, term themselves 
hikers-when such a bizarre spectacle is 
blazoned forth in the daily: press as a hike 
it is not surprising that men look askance 
at this, the most exacting and invigorating 
of all sports. The trip we must report as 
a strenuous but enjoyable effort. We were 
unsuccesful in piercing the twelve miles of 
scrub on Lamington plateau; the affectionate 
embrace of the lawyer vine reduced our pro­
gress to about half a mile an hour, and 
after a day we were forced to turn back­
even then we had to spend two days with 
no drinking water and very little food. Un­
fortunately we have not yet succeeded in 
convincing ourselves of the privations we 
endured; we leave that to your imagination. 
One of the bright spots of the trip was 
th~ discovery in the thick scrub of a large 
tree carved thus, C. Lace, W. Fry, 1840; 
another was George's conversation with a 
farmer in Xmas Creek - "Are you Boy 
Scouts?" "No." "Well, you ' re University 
students"; but the real high light was when 
a kindly farmer's wife thought we were a 
whole troop of Boy Scouts and bestowed an 
appropriate quantity of hot scones. 
Of the twenty-seven-mile walk along 
roads into Beaudesert, the less said the 
better. 
WOMEN'S HOCKEY CLUB. 
The Women's Hcckey team leaves for 
Sydney during the last week of Second 
Vacation to compete in the inter-'Varsity 
contests. The following team will represent 
Queensland: Goal, R. Ryan; Full-Backs, 
E. Birkbeck, K. Atherton; Halves, P. Haw­
ken, G. Ferguson, D. Atherton; Forwards, 
M. Hill, V. Dent, J. Anderson, E. Bickerton, 
G. Spurgin. 
In the Association fixtures both A and B 
teams met with little success. The A team 
have had some splendid practices during 
tb.e last two weeks against the Brisbane 
team, and have also benefited by Mr. Bye's 
coaching, so in the next round of fixtures 
they should show some improvement. Three 
of the A's, Misses Spurgin, Ferguson, and 
Dent, have been selected to play in the 
Brisbane team against a combined country 
team. 
WOMEN'S TENNIS CLUB. 
During First Vacation the Inter-'Varsity 
Women's Tennis Matches were held in 
Adelaide. Queensland was represented by 
Misses N. Elphinstone (captain) , B. Parker, 
M. McCullough, J. Elliot, and N. Gibson 
(emergency). 
In the first round we drew Melbourne, 
who incidentally won the Cup for the 
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fourteenth time, and were 
winning a rubber. The 
Adelaide and Queensland 
defeated without 
match between 
was won by the 
former by eleven rubbers to one. The games, 
however, were closer than the scores 
indicated. 
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The Extra Collegians have challenged the 
Collegians to a match at Milton on 
July 14th. 
Fixtures are still being played at Milton 
on Saturdays and practices are being held 
during the week. 
Letters to the Editor 
The Editor, "Galmahra." 
Dear Sir, 
There is apparent so much misunderstand­
ing of the character of the Student Christian 
Movement in the University of Queensland, 
that I ask for space to reply to Pro Bono 
Publico's letter in the First Term's 
"Galmahra." One criticism is to the effect 
that there is no room for those who funda­
mentally disagree and that, for instance, 
" the thing which does most to keep atheists 
from the study circles is the wide-eyed and 
pained astonishment with which their 
propositions about the non-existence of a 
deity are received"; and that there is 
"complacent agreement on the main points 
brought up for discussion." P.B.P. may be 
making a justifiable enough criticism in the 
light of a particular experience. But as a 
general criticism of the Movement it is 
thoroughly false and misleading. The 
Movement is characterised by the altitude 
expressed in the following statements made 
in a leaflet ("Students and the Modern 
Situation") issued by the Movement to set 
out the nature and purpose of its study 
work: "The true University spirit is essen­
tial to our study. There must be no 
obscurantism; no exclusion of any kind of 
real knowledge from our range of thought: 
no fear of the unsettling of cherished be­
liefs. And there must be freedom at play of 
criticism and investigation. All the powers 
of criticism we may naturally have, or may 
acquire in our University training, must be 
11sed-in the conviction that so shall what 
is true (in the Bible, as elsewhere) be clari­
fied and what is not true or unessential be 
discriminated." 
The attitude suggested by this is so far 
characteristic of the Movement that we are 
very frequently criticised for being far too 
free with our intellectual investigations and 
criticism. 
There may be some justice in this first 
criticism. But there is none in the second, 
to the effect that "at study circles and other 
meetings of the Movement there is often a 
sentimental emphasis laid upon those 
emotional experiences which are generally 
veiled in reserve; and in this lack of re­
ticence there is a certain voluptuousness 
from which we naturally shrink." The 
statement is not true. And it is both careless 
and stupid. The usual criticism of us is that 
we are too unemotional and coldly intellec­
tual. The kind of thing which P.B.P. 
describes is certainly not typical and will 
be found only very rarely, if at all, in the 
whole Movement throughout Australia. 
Fairness and the scientific spirit require 
that one should have fairly adequate know­
ledge of a thing before criticising it, 
especially in an adverse and damaging 
style. That P.B.P. has written in ignorance 
of the Movement is patent to anyone who 
knows it at all. I cannot here enter at length 
into a defence of the S.C.M., but I should 
like to ask for this one thing from all 
University people, and especially from 
those who are " still looking for the truth ": 
that they should take the trouble to know a 
thing before criticising it, and that criticisms 
should be based, not upon preconceptions, 
imagination, bias or half-knowledge, but 
upon full fact! 
The S.C.M., in these days, is setting itself 
to a task which is far two important for 
people to stand off from it, or to be put off 
it, by superficial, ill-founded or false 
criticism. 
I am, etc., 
WALLACE PRATT, 
Travelling Secretary, A.S.C.M. 
Emmanuel College. 
Second Term, 1932 GALMAHRA Page Forty-one 
To the Editor, 
" Galmahra." 
Dear Sir, 
Not long ago the S.C.M., in the hope of 
hearing valuable criticism from "violent 
atheists (it takes a truly marvellous person 
to be a consistent atheist), agnostics, 
materiali:.~s. and Aesthetes," ran a series of 
addresses on "The Bible in the light of 
modern criticism." Ten minutes before 
closing time the speaker declared himself 
ready to discuss any questions which, seem­
ingly, were not' forthcoming, whereupon he 
turned in amazement to the Chairman and 
asked, "Are there no heretics here?" Yet 
surely here were the critics' opportunities 
of aiming at a central feature of the Move­
ment, for its whole programme is focussed 
on Bible study work. 
" The wide-eyed and pained astonishment 
with which propositions about the non­
existence of the Deity are received," smacks 
of exaggeration, to my mind. The writer 
obviously has not sincerely examined such 
a study book as " Purpose," used at the 
1932 A.S.C.M. Conference, which is an 
attempt to answer questions that beset every 
man and woman who stops to think-the 
problem of finding the meaning and purpose 
of life. 
The World Student Christian Federation 
had a Commission at work for three years 
on "the message of the Federation," and 
the result was the issue of the Call to the 
Student Christian Movements of the world, 
which is simply an attempt to state what 
the Commission found in trying to face the 
implications of the Gospel and the realities 
of the modern world. An analysis of the 
situation brought the conclusion that in the 
modern world, men are seeking a supreme 
loyalty, desirous of giving their lives to 
something which shall possess them utterly, 
a cause whose needs shall constitute their 
ultimate authority. In this connection is 
discovered "a new and passionate interest 
in truth and a hatred of all insincerity and 
sham. Everything is to be challenged and 
nothing will be accepted on the sole ground 
of its prestige or the hoary traditions that 
surround it." While this is a great asset, 
some people unfortunately exalt the search 
for truth and reality into a cult of the ever­
lasting quest. They are loyal not to truth 
but to the adventure of being ever on the 
road without the hope of reaching any­
where. "Much of the energy of these ever­
lasting questers is absorbed in combating 
all those who affirm that they have reached 
any firm standpoint in reality." 
The S.C.M. is not a society of "ever­
lasting questers." What sense is there in 
setting out with not the slightest idea of 
what you want or where you are going to 
get it? The justification for the S.C.M.'s 
claim to seek for the truth is that it has a 
solution to offer. It holds out the promise 
that we shall not only be seekers but finders 
also. The intense practicality of the S.C.M. 
is its declaration that' the test of the truth 
is the living of it. No other test is adequate. 
Those who would indulge in philosophical 
profundities and intellectual quibbling come 
to a halt here. They are not prepared to test 
a practical solution. 
As for " Pro Bono Publico's" remarks 
about " sentimental emphasis on emotional 
experiences" and members having to 
"stand up and testify to what they hold 
most sacred," I fail entirely to see how such 
ideas arose. I have attended Queensland 
S.C.M. Conferences and an All-Australian 
Conference, with the result that I have 
reached a very different conclusion. 
With regard to the patronising assumption 
that once you are a Christian you have no 
more to learn and the only gain in joining 
the S.C.M. is in having the "happy oppor­
tunity to meet" one's fellows, I would say 
that the average 'Varsity student, no matter 
how Christian he or she is, could not fail 
to be influenced to the good by contact with 
the S.C.M. Conceptions are broadened­
hence the outlook on life. It is stimulating 
to a high degree, if one is thoroughly honest 
and determined: to get the best out of life. 
Hence I hold that the S.C.M. would justify 
its existence did it merely make finer men 
and women out of those "who would in 
any case be Christians." There is quite 
enough criticism levelled at the examples 
set by so-called Christians. Why depreciate 
any attempt to make student living more 
vital? 
M.M. 
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"A J\tlagnificent Frolic" 
THE most heretical thing in English 
literature has taken place. The Rubicon 
has been crossed! I have deigned to read 
and enjoy a book by a modern author, 
whose name is not yet a household word, 
whose praises have not been sung by every 
literary critic of every local papei·. 
The author is a wandering Scot by the 
name of Eric Linklater and the book is 
"Juan in America"-Juan, a direct des­
cendant of Byron's Don Juan, "when he 
laughed his eyebrows rose at the outer 
corners, so that he had an antique sylvan 
look, and he showed his teeth all gleaming 
white." Brought up in England, he involved 
himself in Oxford with a certain pretty girl 
and was sent out to the Bishop of Bolla­
Wolla in Australia for punishment and to 
avoid the scandal. However, his mother 
takes pity on him and sends him over to 
the U .S.A. to the relations there. Mr. 
Linklater seizes the opportunity for some 
most amusing satire on America, satire 
which sizes up that great republic and its 
inhabitants admirably. 
Juan first proceeds to Motley College, 
which was founded by one of the early 
Motleys, where he was supposed to study 
business methods, and here there are some 
admirable sidelights on University life in 
America. 
On arrival , he is subjected to an exhaustive 
medical examination. Having filled in 
numerous forms and questionnaires, "he 
and every other student at Motley were 
immortally and securely card-indexed, 
pigeon-holed in some desk, vast as eternity. 
Now at last had the People a place and 
a name on the scroll of their country." 
Juan soon decided to investigate the 
library-evidently the students were honest 
and not like the Queensland library users 
(or misusers)-and there he finds a beautiful 
girl weeping (they're generally laughing in 
our library). They exchange names and 
confidences. Miss Ramper (she is the girl) 
looked expectant, as if the mention of her 
name should evoke some instant and specific 
response. And then, as Juan evidently 
found it no more remarkable than any 
other name, she explained, " My father's 
the football coach here" ( ! ! ! ) . Juan becomes 
a footballer and his status is correspondingly 
raised. He is admitted to one of the 
Fraternities-the Mu Chhis-and his lec­
turers do not press him with work. In fact, 
they are gratified if he even attends their 
lectures. The description of a football 
match proves the veracity of those matches 
we see in the films-the contestants with 
their padded armour and the barrackers 
with their cheer-leaders. But Juan made a 
false move in the match and the game was 
lost. Miss Ramper refused to have any­
thing more to do with him, and even his 
lecturers changed. Immediately he was 
faced with an essay on "A Cycle Analysis 
of Variations in the Demand for Garage­
door Hinges." Evidently these Universities 
go in for abstruse (?) essay subjects. Others 
mentioned are "A History of the Baking 
Powder Controversy" and "Current Usage 
of the Prepositions Employed to Introduce 
an Infinitive depending upon certain French 
Verbs." But when his Fraternity "threw a 
dance," Juan was glad of his football 
practice-in fact, it must have been some­
thing like our free dances here. 
After the football episode, Juan thought 
it better to leave-there was too much work 
demanded-and so he goes. "All manner 
of things could happen in Oklahoma that 
would be incredible in Kent." 
Mr. Linklater's views on Americans as a 
whole are witty and pointed. To him these 
" heirs of Time and Applied Science" are 
too much alike in manner and appearance. 
There is no individuality. Of the flappers: 
" Many of them had pretty faces, too, faces 
as pretty as magazine covers, and very 
like them to look at. A parade of magazine­
cover faces. And the men were smoothly 
shaven and looked self-assured, and not 
unlike the magazine photographs that 
advertise collars and ties and safety razors. 
A parade of collar advertisements." Very 
clever, don't you think? When Juan goes 
to Hollywood-" Everybody comes here 
sooner or later"-he finds the same thing, 
and having proposed to one chorus girl. asks 
her friend where the honeymoon should be. 
They were alike in every respect. 
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Another matter that finds cause for caustic 
comment is the illicit wine-selling, etc., and 
we get a stirring picture of the bootleggers 
and their private wars. "The conjoint 
phenomena of organisation by Yiolence and 
feudal chieftains to control such organisa­
tions no longer existed in England." Even 
the electric signs bring forth a shrewd 
observation: ''The Americans were children 
and Manhattan was a nursery. The statue 
of liberty was erected because there was no 
one to come and put them to bed." 
American architecture gets its reference­
the huge railways with their episcopal 
manner designed for the inception of a 
Crusade, and the American bathroom ­
"There is nothing more perfect than the 
American bathroom, save perhaps the Ionic 
column." 
There is, of course, the usual newspaper 
man. "Alfred Adelaide frequently men­
tioned the European countries. to remark 
in happy conclusion how much better it was 
to live in America. But his patriotism 
was continually exasperated by thinking 
about the British Navy and the continuance 
of the British Raj in India." Therefore he 
is always finding signs of decader;ce in 
England. 
But perhaps the best summing-up of the 
States is in the following paragraph on 
New York. "The incurable adolescence of 
1reland, the sentimental heart of Germany 
and the lively passion of Italy had all 
taken out naturalisation papers and turned 
American; and New York, unhampered by 
the wealth of Midas, was become the last 
capital of Romance. . . . " 
Of Juan's amatory adventures I will say 
nothing-of Olympia, of the divine Lalage, 
and of the many others. Mr. Linklater was 
a medical student, and the average Queens­
bnd undergraduate will not read, un­
shocked, beyond the first paragraph. I am 
beyond redemption, and with ]. B. Priestley 
consider it "~\ .\1agnificent Frolic." 
f.W.A. 
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\Ve have taken our time over this, the 
second issue of "Galmahra." Even the 
amazing people who make up the Staff of 
the J\Iagazine must work, and at the very 
worst this issue will be ready for people to 
browse over in Vacation. "True criticism 
should be unbiassed "-Lecture Notes; and 
in \'acation you will judge the merits or 
demerits of the production more truly. The 
Loud-mouthed Lawn will be far away. 
The contributions in prose seem to us to 
be of a higher standard than were those of 
the First Term "Galmahra." This is only 
natural: they have been thought over; 
there has been time for the contributor to 
put his " piece " away for the classical three 
weeks, before going over it for the last time. 
Many an infinitive owes its integrity to 
these things: a few have remained in two 
(if you don't understand, Berty Bottle-brain, 
we \\'ill endeavour to easily explain ....) 
which might have been made as one, if 
things had been done in a hurry. We would 
like to thank Dr. Robinson for the second 
of his " Antiquities." The article on the 
English Comedy Talkie has a very sensible 
suggestion to make: that a book or a play 
may be Australian to the core without its 
dragging in the tiniest kookaburra, without 
there being the faintest smell of eucalyptus. 
"Aeonia" is of the kind of thing that 
polishes up a 'Varsity Magazine. Still, we'll 
pipe down: you'll probably skip this part 
anyway. 
The publication of "Semper Floreat" 
has prompted some to suggest that Club 
Notes be no longer necessary in "Galmahra." 
\\'e think. howe\·er. that they constitute 
a permanent record. when printed in the 
termly production. Still, Club Secretaries 
might easily pep their stuff up a bit. Indeed 
we are almost pathetically grateful to the 
Cricket Club Secretary, who has at least 
tried to be funny. Good man! 
The verse sent in was pleasing to the 
Editorial eye. The "Lndergraduate /\d­
dresses" keep up the standard of No. I 
("Lines to a Local Celebrity"); "Junius" 
sings his lady's praises once again; "Con­
trasts" reminds one of Rossetti. 
The "Bulletin" had an Answer to a 
Correspondent the other day which ran 
something like this: "A. B.C.: Too redolent 
of Keats; might suit a University Maga­
zine." Do \\·e say thank-you, or not? 
\\'e have received the following maga­
zines and thank their respective Staffs:­
" Hermes," " Lux," " 1-Ioni Soit," "The 
,\1agazine of University College, London," 
"Tamesis," "The lntercollegian," and po~­
sibly some others, in which case we make 
clue apologies. Oh' And ··Semper Floreat." 
STOP PRESS. 
On the day of going to press, word is 
received from the S.B. Committee that 
Mr. R. G. Cochrane has sent "Lasseter's 
Last Ride" to the Fryer Library, as a 
direct result of reading last term's 
"Galmahra." The above Committee desires 
to thank him through these pages. 

